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Horizons is published monthly. Material submitted for publication may be
edited for style, length and content.
Please contact the office to report
any errors or omissions. Thank you.
Editor: Lauren Porter
Congregation Or Shalom
835 Darby-Paoli Road
Berwyn, PA 19312
Phone: 610-644-9086
www.OrShalom.com
E-mail: office@orshalom.com
Congregation Or Shalom
Executive Committee
President: Andrew Levin
Vice President:
Treasurer: Alan Daroff
Secretary: Larry Bilker
Membership: Betsy Cohen
Events/Fundraising:
IPP:
Auxiliary & Community Groups
Sisterhood: Mindy Bernstein
Men’s Club: Scott Markovitz
Social Action: Gina Arlen
Education Chair: Ben Shender
Ritual Committee: Joel Stern
Advertising rates
Advertising contracts are arranged
through the Temple office. All advertising is due the first of the month for
next month’s edition of Horizons. We
accept ads with a check made out to
Congregation Or Shalom and the ad
copy sent at the same time.

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in
Chester County, Montgomery County
and Delaware County?
Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances
who live in Chester County, Montgomery
County and Delaware County who are not
already members of a synagogue? If you do,
why not invite them to one of the upcoming
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good
time and decide to come back. They may have
such a good time that they decide to become
members themselves. According to a recent
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t
know who they are. You can help.
Todah rabah!
Please support Or Shalom and designate Or Shalom as
your preferred charity when you purchase from Amazon.
Just go to smile.amazon.com and register. It costs you
nothing and Or Shalom receives a benefit.

We now accept payment by Venmo
@Congregation-OrShalom

Size
Full Page
1/2 page
1/4 page
1/8 page

11 issues
$1000
$750
$500
$250

Per issue
$110
$80
$60
$35

Celebrate with Or Shalom
To put your announcement in next week’s,
please contact the office via email or phone
with your message, photo, and $36 per
announcement. We also now accept payment
by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for
your donations.

HORIZONS

2

January 2022 Tevet, 5782 — Shevat, 5782

The President’s Column

Let’s Go America!

As always … the content of this article is based on my thoughts and not those of the Or
Shalom (Board, Rabbi, and Congregation)
There were a couple great events that we enjoyed the last couple of weeks. There was the
Hannukah candle lighting at the shul with the fire pit and the Men’s Club outing at the
Desmond in Malvern. I was fortunate enough to be able to attend both events. I had a great
time at both events and my kids were able to attend the Hannukah event. It was great to get
out, see friends, and share some wonderful conversation time. I do feel bad for the people that
were unable to attend. So many people are complaining about being isolated during this
pandemic. It makes me wonder if the opportunities are not there or people are just not taking
advantage of the opportunities. The Hannukah event was mainly outside and extremely
COVID friendly. We all had masks on for the short period of time we were inside. I am not
sure what we can do to get more people engage, but I am positive that the people who are
reading this article know the answer. If you have an idea people take this opportunity to step
up, share the idea, and let us know how you would like to support the efforts to implement the
solution.
I read an interesting article the other day written by Brandon Brown (NASCAR driver). My
guess is it was written by his publicist, but that is not the point I am driving too here. If you are
not familiar with the Let’s Go Brandon slogan floating around these days, then look it up. I
personally find it disrespectful to the county. My parents always taught us … If you do not
have anything nice to say, do not say anything.
The point Brandon Brown was making that resonated with me was that he was trying to
change the narrative from Let’s Go Brandon to Let’s Go America. That is a message that I can
get behind and support. I have always been a believer in “United We Stand, Divided We Fall”.
This not only goes for the country but also our little shul. We need to find ways to better
support each other and work towards a common good. We all need and depend on each other
whether we want to believe it or not. Here is just one example. You may love Or Shalom and
have a ton of money to support it on your own, but you cannot make minyan on your own.
You need 9 other people. Please remember that people are counting on you as much as you
are counting on them.
Do you need tax deduction for 2021? If yes, please consider Or Shalom. It could not be easier with Venmo.
Best wish for a Happy and Healthy New Year!
In G-d we trust,
Andy
HORIZONS
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Rabbi’s Reflections

Last year I took a six week course on the Aish Kodesh and I’ve been thinking about his
teachings quite a bit these days.
The Aish Kodesh’s real name was Rabbi Kalonymous Kalmish Shapira, he was also known as
The Piaseczna Rebbe because he was the Grand Rabbi from Piaseczna, Poland. He
established the largest Hasidic yeshiva outside of Poland between the two world wars. After
the invasion of Poland, Rabbi Shapira was interned in the Warsaw Ghetto where he ran a
secret synagogue, giving dvar torahs (sermons) every Shabbat. His sermons are extremely
powerful, especially now, because he speaks directly about suffering and resilience.
The Aish Kodesh gave his students spiritual tools to continue to integrate Judaism into their
lives despite the insecurity and threats of the times. He found inspiration in our biblical
characters to address the deep pain and trauma experienced by those in the Warsaw Ghetto.
His writings were hidden and buried beneath the ghetto and after the war recovered and
compiled into a book called Aish Kodesh (which is why he is commonly referred as the Aish
Kodesh). He was murdered in November 1943.
In September 1940, he wrote a sermon on Parshat Ki Teitze. Ki Teitze is in the book of
Deuteronomy and it contains one of Moses’ last speeches before he dies and the Israelites
enter the land of Israel. In this particular speech Moses speaks about relationships.
The Aish Kodesh writes: “Our teacher Moses was special in that he could also hear the voice
that was speaking only to him, individually and privately. Although G-d teaches Torah to the
entire Jewish people, this is not a teaching that is personal and individual to every person.
Rather, G-d teaches Torah to His people in general, to all Jews as one. So, it is up to each and
every Jew to work to achieve that level where G-d speaks to him individually, as we said
above.
How do we achieve this? With prayer. By saying “You” to G-d, a person achieves a revelation
of G-d, imminent. G-d speaks directly to him, teaching him Torah individually, directly and
immediately. G-d says “you” to the individual in return. When this happens, each person can
see and comprehend a part of the Torah that is uniquely his. This is because the Torah that Gd teaches someone individually and personally cannot be grasped by anyone else, while another person, in his turn, may comprehend what the first cannot.”

Continued Next Page
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Rabbi Reflections
Page 2

In other words, the Aish Kodesh teaches us that G-d speaks to the Jewish people through our
texts and liturgy. But not only does G-d speak to us as a community G-d speaks to us
individually. This conversation is facilitated by prayer, specifically personal prayer which
addresses and speaks to G-d in a very personal manner. Rather than addressing G-d in the
third person (Adonai or Elohim) we address G-d in the personal “you” form (ata). Furthermore,
the obligation rests upon us as individuals to engage with G-d through prayer.
The Aish Kodesh continues his sermon by stressing how we must bring our authentic selves to
prayer. “If our direct and immediate words to G-d are to create a revelation of Him that is
direct and immediate, the person who is uttering words of prayer must, himself, first be
revealed through his prayers. His own essential self must be found in his words of prayer.
Then “like water reflecting the face to the face,” (Proverbs 27:19) the revelation of G-d will be
reflected in the revelation of himself that is in his prayer. Even when a person’s prayer issues
from the depths of his heart only because he is in great distress, G-d forbid, nevertheless,
because he is pouring forth his soul and his soul is there in the words of his prayer, there is in
the reflection an immediate and direct revelation of God for that individual.”
The Aish Kodesh teaches that in order to cultivate a personal relationship with G-d through
prayer we must bring our true, authentic selves. When we do this, G-d is revealed to us and
ultimately we receive comfort. The Aish Kodesh gives a tool to his students, and to us, that in
times of distress, suffering and pain, calling out to G-d on a personal level has the ability to
bring us great comfort. Let us all learn from the teachings of the Aish Kodesh and remember
that in times of great pain and confusion comfort can come through a conversation with G-d.
We are in a community conversation with G-d every Friday evening and Saturday morning,
we hope you will join us.
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january YAHRZEITS
January 3, Shevat 1, 5782
Betty Fox, mother of Stephen Fox
Leonard Roy Lurie, brother of Howard Lurie

January 21, Shevat 19, 5782
Lena Mand, mother of Jeff Mand
January 22, Shevat 20, 5782
Sidney Seidenberg, father of Paula Blaustein

January 4, Shevat, 2, 5782
Francis Hurley, father of Maria Hurley

January 23, Shevat 21, 5782
Vera Klein, grandmother of Samantha Klein

January 6, Shevat 4, 5782
Henrico Farina, uncle of Jonathan Schechter

January 25, Shevat 23, 5782
Miriam Greehvt, mother of Boaz Cohen

January 9, Shevat 7, 5782
Louis Greenberg, stepfather of Don Strumpf
Tola Messing, mother of Florence Messing

January 26, Shevat 24, 5782
Jean F. Schneider, mother of Melissa Schneider

January 10, Shevat 8, 5782
Clare Hurley, mother of Maria Hurley
Frances Miller, mother of Harris Miller

January 28, Shevat 26, 5782
Leonard Lafair, father of Julie Miller

January 12, Shevat 10, 5782
January 29, Shevat 27, 5782
Lena Boxer, great-aunt of Michael Arlen
Gurge Sklar, father of Mark Sklar

Pauline Shwartzman, grandmother of Ellen
Gross
January 13, Shevat 11, 5782
Adele Daroff, mother of Alan Daroff
Gertrude Slavin, mother of Susan Goldberg

January 31, Shevat 29, 5782
Larry Weiss, father of Alan Weiss

January 16, Shevat 14, 5782
Jean Noble, mother of David Noble
Evelyn Zatuchni, mother of Beth Zatuchni
January 18, Shevat 16, 5782
Claire R. Neff, aunt of Betsy Cohen
January 18, Shevat 17, 5782
Samuel W. Gross, father of Susan Weiss
Charlotte Lafair, mother of Julie Miller
Blanche Wahl, mother of Jo Ann Weiss
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Contributions

Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following
generous contributions in the month of November 2021

Building Fund
Anonymous Donor: Building Fund
Cards and Miscellaneous Contributions
Eileen Baskin & Mark Whitcock: Memory of Anne Burke
Steven & Beth Burak: Memory of Ayalah Roerich Sorkin
Irvin & Janet Hurwitz: Memory of Ayalah Roerich
Irvin & Janet Hurwitz: Memory of Sanford Brandt
Herman & Zora Natanblut: In Honor of Eileen & Jeffrey Kosterich's help in move to
FL
Yahrzeit Donations
Brenda Belkin & Lawrence Rosen: Memory of Sarah Rosen & Terez Bartos
Bernard & Paula Blaustein: Memory of May Seidenberg
Bernard & Paula Blaustein: Memory of Moe Blaustein
Irvin & Janet Hurwitz: Memory of my brother Ron Leight
Bernard & Harriet Krant: Memory of Irving Rubin
Harris & Julie Miller: Memory of Leonard Lafair, Jon Lafair, Morris Miller
Mitchell Evan Stein & Bari Michele Brandt: Memory of Martin Stein
General Donations
Irvin & Janet Hurwitz: General Donation
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2022
Tot Shabbat Calendar
All start 5:30 pm to 6 pm
2022
January 14
February 11
March 11
April 8
May 13
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Monday, January 17th from 7:30-8:30pm: Tu Bishvat Seder
Please RSVP to the office for the zoom information
and the list of ingredients for the seder!
What is Tu Bishvat?
"It marked an important date for Jewish farmers in ancient times...The fruit of the fourth
year was to be offered to the priests in the Temple as a gift of gratitude for the bounty
of the land, and the fifth-year fruit–and all subsequent fruit–was finally for the farmer.
This law, however, raised the question of how farmers were to mark the “birthday” of a
tree. The Rabbis, therefore, established the 15th of the month of Shevat as a general
“birthday” for all trees, regardless of when they were actually planted.
At a later time, the Rabbis of the Talmud established four “new years” throughout the Jewish calendar–Rosh Hashanah, or the Jewish new year for the calendar date; a new year for establishing the reign of kings; a new year for tithing animals of Jewish farmers to be given to the Temple; and finally, Tu Bishvat, the
new year for the trees."
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The topic this year will be Pirkei Avot.
Pirkei Avot (often called Ethics of the Fathers) is ethical literature from the Rabbis
who lived within the period: 200 BCE to 200 CE. It is the only piece of Mishnah
(earliest Rabbinic commentary on Jewish life and practice) that does not center
around Jewish law (halacha) but rather ethics. Because of this, many find the text
much easier to engage with than standard rabbinic texts and also find its teachings very applicable today.
Classes will be held on zoom, Wednesdays (see the Or Shalom calendar for
dates as the class will not run every week)
from 7:30- 8:30 pm.
Please email office to obtain zoom information.

*2022*
January 5 & 19
February 2 & 16
March 2 & 9
April 6 & 13
May 4 & 18
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Social action news
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sisterhood news
Although our Hannukah party was a little different this year since we didn’t have a sit
down dinner, it was still a lot of fun. We enjoyed delicious latkes, lots of donuts, hot
cider, a warm fire and good friends. Thanks to all who helped and who attended.
The Or Shalom Book Club will be meeting by zoom on
Monday, January 10.
Esther Amini will be discussing her book Concealed with us. Read the book if you
can, but plan to join the zoom even if you don’t read it for an interesting discussion
about Amini’s growing up in a Jewish-Persian household in the 1960s. It’s a really
good book so I hope you can read at least a little bit of it. It has very short chapters
which makes it super easy to just pick up and read when you only have a little bit of
time. Everyone is welcome to join. An email with the zoom link has already been
sent out and you can find it in this month’s Horizon.
The Bagel and Bees brunch will be postponed until late spring when we can
potentially hold it outside.
Wishing you and your family a healthy, prosperous, and Happy New Year!
Mindy Bernstein,
Sisterhood President
Hannukah pictures are on next page
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Hannukah party 2021
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SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB

January 10 (Monday) 7– 8 PM Book Club
Zoom with Esther Amini, author of Concealed
Sponsored by Sisterhood, All Welcome
Esther Amini grew up in Queens, New York, during the freewheeling 1960s.
She also grew up in a Persian-Jewish household, the American-born daughter of parents who
had fled Mashhad, Iran.
In Concealed, she tells the story of being caught between these two worlds: the dutiful
daughter of tradition-bound parents who hungers for more self-determination than tradition
allows.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89900806286?pwd=Q1FiTE5lcWNqNzZjLzBtbGRjTm1udz09
Meeting ID: 899 0080 6286
Passcode: 820317
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
HORIZONS
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sisterhood calender of events
Will be rescheduled to late Spring & warmer weather — Bagels and Bees.
Enjoy Bagel Brunch while listening to professional beekeepers, outside
(All Welcome) Fresh, local honey will be for sale.
March 10 (Thursday) 11-12:00 Prepare Shalach Manot bags in the Social Hall
(All Welcome)
April 9 (Saturday) Sisterhood Shabbat
May 22 (Sunday) 1:30-3:00 Briar Bush Nature Center tour (All welcome)
June 7 (Tuesday) 7 pm Sisterhood Closing Dinner location tbd
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Larisa Averbakh
Education Director
Or Tamid
As a calendar year comes to a close, many of us like to look back and contemplate
all the ups and downs of the past twelve months. I can’t say that in 2021 all my
hopes were realized (as if there was ever a year when all my expectations were
fulfilled). A year ago I dreamed that the new vaccine will bring life back to
pre-pandemic normal, but even though my wish did not come true, this past year
was so infinitely better than the year before! I am grateful that the school meets in
person again, for all the times we learn and play together. Even with setbacks, we
are getting closer and closer to the day when we finally will be able to discard the
masks, see each other’s smiles, give hugs, and share meals together! What is
Shabbat without a communal meal?
In the words of my favorite old Israeli song Bashanah Habaah (Next Year) by Ehud
Manor and Nurit Hirsh “children on vacation will play catch between the house and
the fields,“ without us worrying that they might spread the virus. I know this day will
come I wish us all health, patience, and endurance. We are planning many fun
in-person events for the next semester, while doing everything we can to keep our
students safe. And when we remember 2021, I hope the good outweighs the bad
and we will smile like I do when I see these pictures of our Hebrew High students
and Beth Elders, their senior buddies, having a great time during our Better
Together session!
Happy New Year!
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Fourteen spots are available, with acceptances announced on a rolling
basis; students are encouraged to apply early!
For questions or additional information contact Peggy.Truitt!@jevs.org
https://www.jevshumanservices.org/program/franklin-c-ashinternship-program/
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Odds & Ends

Donations

We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the
synagogue. Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to accept most of the
books and other items that have been donated unsolicited. Please contact the
synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can use the items, we
will welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we just have no room for the
items you want to donate, please consider another worthy cause for your donation.

Membership Directory

The new simplified membership directory and class list is now
posted on our web site. It is password protected and will be updated
regularly as members notify the office of changes
to their information. Please review it today to make sure information
about your family is correct.
If not, contact the office with changes

Or Shalom has received $290.58 in donation from AmazonSmile
this year to date.
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Or Shalom Donation Form
I would like to help support Or Shalom. I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount
payable to Or Shalom. Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312
We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations

Name____________________________________________________ Name____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________ Address__________________________________________________
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________
Made in memory of________________________________________ Made in memory of________________________________________
Made in honor of__________________________________________ Made in honor of__________________________________________
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________ Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
Send acknowledgment to (include address)

Send acknowledgment to (include address)

Definition of Funds
1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building. These funds help
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our
facility.
2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch,
etc.
3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.
4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget.
5. Hebrew School: Funds are used for the needs of the Religious School. Examples: Bulletin
boards, books and school supplies, etc.
6. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose. Donations to
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office.
7. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs. Any questions to
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net.
8. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact
office at 610-644-9086
9. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $360.00. The first would be a permanent
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary. The second plaque would be placed during the week of the
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Additional information will be requested
when purchasing a plaque. Please contact Ellen Gross at Ellenagross@gmail.com for more
information.
10. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your
birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom. Include a photo if you
like. $36 per message. We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for
your donations.
11. Siddur Lev Shalem Visit our web site to learn how to donate. $50 each or 12 for $500
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