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6/3 7:30 Shabbat Services 
- High School & College 
Graduates attending 

6/5  9:30 a.m.  Or Tamid 
Confirmation Class Service 
at CBENT Shavuot Day 1 

6/6  Shavuot Day 2  9 AM 

        Service with Yizkor 

6/12  Party  4 pm to 6 pm 

6/19  Father’s Day 

6/19 thru 7/5  — 

Rabbi on vacation 

 

 

July & August Horizons will 
be combined 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Or Shalom requires high quality (N95, 
KN95, or KF94) masks in the building 
for those who are unvaccinated and for 
those coming onto the Bimah and  
urges everyone to wear masks while in 
the synagogue per the current CDC 

 recommendation for communities  
with HIGH community spread. 

 
As usual, this policy carries the caveat 
that it may change if the incidence of 
COVID changes and the CDC changes 
Chester County’s community spread level. 
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Horizons is published monthly. Materi-
al submitted for publication may be 
edited for style, length and content.    
 
Please contact the office to report 
any errors or omissions.  Thank you. 
 
Editor: Lauren Porter 
Congregation Or Shalom 
835 Darby-Paoli Road 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
Phone: 610-644-9086 
www.OrShalom.com 
E-mail: office@orshalom.com 
 

Congregation Or Shalom 
Executive Committee 

 
President: Andrew Levin 
Vice President: Betsy Cohen 
Treasurer: Alan Daroff  
Secretary: Joel Stern 
Membership: Betsy Cohen 
Events/Fundraising:  
IPP:  
 

Auxiliary & Community Groups 
 

Sisterhood: Mindy Bernstein 
Men’s Club: Scott Markovitz 
Social Action: Gina Arlen 
Education Chair:  Ben Shender 
Ritual Committee:  Joel Stern 

 
Advertising rates 

Advertising contracts are arranged 
through the Temple office. All adver-
tising is due the first of the month for 
next month’s edition of Horizons. We 
accept ads with a check made out to 
Congregation Or Shalom and the ad 
copy sent at the same time. 
 
 
Size 11 issues  Per issue 
Full Page $1000 $110 
1/2 page  $750  $80 
1/4 page  $500  $60 
1/8 page  $250  $35 
 
 
 

To put your announcement in next week’s,  
please contact the office via email or phone 
with your message, photo, and $36 per  

announcement.  We also now accept payment 
by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 
your donations. 

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in 
Chester County, Montgomery County 

and Delaware County? 

Celebrate with Or Shalom 

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances 
who live in Chester County, Montgomery  
County and Delaware County who are not  
already members of a synagogue? If you do, 
why not invite them to one of the upcoming 
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good 
time and decide to come back. They may have 
such a good time that they decide to become  
members themselves. According to a recent  
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are 
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester  
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t 
know who they are. You can help. 
 
Todah rabah! 

Please support Or Shalom and designate Or Shalom as 
your preferred charity when you purchase from Amazon.  
Just go to smile.amazon.com and register.  It costs you 
nothing and  Or Shalom receives a benefit.   

We now accept payment by Venmo 

@Congregation-OrShalom  
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The President’s Column 

 
Or Shalom Party/Fundraiser 12th June from 4pm to 6pm  

As always … the content of this article is based on my thoughts and not those of the Or Sha-
lom (Board, Rabbi, and Congregation) 
 
I hope y’all are doing well and enjoying the nice warm weather.  It really seems like it jumped 
from winter right into summer and skipped spring.   
 
I believe family matters and issues should stay within the family and not be shared  
outside the family.  But since we are all family at Or Shalom you get to hear about my son this 
month.  Albert is a great kid, but stubborn as a mule.  Recently, we have had a lot of  
conversations about Givers and Takers in this world.  When I say “we discussed” I really  
mean I talked and Albert made faces, grunts, and excuses.   
 
I feel that historically Albert can appear to be a Taker.  Deep down inside he is a Giver, but his 
inner Giver has been overshadowed by his exterior Taker.  One example is  
Albert likes to use the car, but he does not like to help around the house or in the yard.  My gut 
feeling is that he is not the only kid like with this behavior.  We discussed how using the car is 
great and convenient, in the balance of the universe you also need to give to receive.  If you 
keep taking and never giving, then at some point other people are going to stop giving.  I let 
him know that it would be nice to offer to help around the house without having to be asked all 
the time.  We also discussed how sometimes the pleasure of giving can outweigh the pleasure 
of receiving.  If you have ever had a similar experience with your kids let me know how it 
turned out.  I would like to know I am not in this alone.  Please remember, even as an adult it is 
better to give then to receive.  
 
Please remember to mark your calendars for 12-Jun-22.  Or Shalom is having an  
outdoor get together 4:00pm to 6:00pm.  There will be wine, food, and fun.  Bring your family 
… Bring your Friends … Bring a Stranger.  I am looking forward to seeing y’all there for a fun 
time.   
 
In G-d we trust, 
Andy 
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Rabbi’s Reflections 
 
    
 

Summer is officially here (weather wise that is) and it is wonderful experiencing the sun and 
warmth. The beginning of June marks our holiday of Shavuot, in which we celebrate matan  
haTorah (giving of the Torah). This is an ideal time to think about all we have been blessed 
with. Just as G-d gave the Jews the Torah, G-d gives each one of us blessings. 
 

In the past few years cultivating a practice of gratitude has become very popular. Scientific 
studies have proven that practicing gratitude lowers our stress and helps us slow down in a  
society which pushes us to speed through life. But expressing gratitude is not new to our  
tradition but one that has been long acknowledged. 
 

When we wake up in the morning the first words we are to say are: 
 מֹוֶדה ֲאִני ְלָפֶניָך מלך ַחי ְוַקָים ֶשֶהֱחַזְרָת ִבי ִנְשָמִתי ְבֶחְמָלה, ַרָבה ֱאמּוָנֶתָך

Modeh* ani l’fanecha, melech chai v’kayam, shehechezarta bi nishmati, b’chemla raba emu-
natecha. 
*Modah if female 
 

I thank You, living and enduring King, for You have graciously returned my soul within me. 
Great is Your faithfulness. 
 

The first words we say upon rising are to be “thank you”, words of gratitude. We are given a 
blessing everyday when our souls are returned to us from a night of sleep (thought to be 1/60th 
of death) so that we may live another day. Some of these days will be filled with joy and others 
will be full of pain. But we are blessed to receive each day.  
 

Our holiday of Shavuot is a day of gratitude, a day thanking G-d for giving us the holy Torah. 
What began as a holiday of bringing the first harvest to the temple throughout the centuries 
Shavuot become a celebration of the Torah. We believe that G-d gave the Torah to the Jewish 
people on Mt. Sinai on Shavuot. We celebrate by staying up all night studying the holy text. 
Many Jewish communities today hold confirmation services (as we will on June 5th) to  
recognize the young adults in their communities who have dedicated additional time to their 
studies after their bar/bat mitzvah. And we read the book of Ruth, a story about a woman who 
so loved the Jewish people that she became part of them. 
 

As we celebrate this Shavuot and begin this season of warmth and relaxation let focus on culti-

vating a practice of gratitude for all that we are given, even the breath that we are given every 

morning when we awake. Join us at Shavuot as we begin this practice of gratitude. May this 

summer be one of rest with many blessings. 
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june  YAHRZEITS 

June 1, Sivan 2, 5782 

Joy Ellis, mother of Betsy Cohen 

 

June 3, Sivan 4, 5782 

Laurence Leonard, husband of Margie Leonard 

 

June 4, Sivan 5, 5782 

Bernard Margolis, father of Rita Stern 

 

June 5, Sivan 6, 5782 

Julius Lurie, father of Howard Lurie 

 

June 6, Sivan 7, 5782 

Miriam Krieger, mother of Lisa Fox 

Meyer Stern, grandfather of Joel Stern 

 

June 7, Sivan 8, 5782 

Lester Leight, father of Janet Hurwitz 

 

June 10, Sivan 11, 5782 

Selma Aronoff, mother of Margie Leonard 

 

June 10, Sivan 13, 5782 

Mary Korensky Bloomfield, aunt of BettyAnn Monash 

 

June 15, Sivan 16, 5782 

Benjamin Belkin, grandfather of Brenda Belkin 

Paul Monash, brother of BettyAnn Monash 

 

June 18, Sivan 19, 5782 

Dorothy Sklar, mother of Mark Sklar 

June 20, Sivan 21, 5782 

Rose Leonard, Larry's mother - Margie Leonard 

 

June 24, Sivan 25, 5782 

Adolfine Leight, mother of Janet Hurwitz 

Corrine Natanblut, mother of Herman Natanblut 

 

June 25, Sivan 26, 5782 

Morris Goldman, father of Dede Strumpf 

 

June 27, Sivan 28, 5782 

Harold Fox, father of Stephen Fox  
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Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following  

generous contributions in the month of  April 2022 
 

Contributions 

 
 
 
Miscellaneous Events 
 Brenda Belkin & Lawrence Rosen: donation for yahrzeit candles 
 
Passover Seder 
 Jay & Betsy Cohen: Seder 
 Dan & Wendy Markind: Seder 
 
Yahrzeit Donations 
 Jay & Betsy Cohen: Memory of Joe & Ruth Cohen 
 Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: Memory of Martin Katz 
 Bernard & Harriet Krant: Memory of Albert Krant 
 Donald Leitner & Michelle Cohen: Memory of Ann Liss Erlich 
 Donald Leitner & Michelle Cohen: Memory of Benjamin Leitner 
 Bernard & Marjorie Schneider: Memory of Benjamin Scher 
 Melissa Schneider & Robert Reiner: Memory of Jean Schneider & Mitchell Reiner 
 Joel & Rita Stern: Memory of Harold Stern and Aaron Stern 
 Richard & Sheryl Tregerman: Memory of Edith Perzley 
 Beth Zatuchni & Gerald Satlow: Memory of Tema Satlow 
 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
 Alan & Susan Daroff: Donation for Ukraine 
 Harris & Renee Hayman: Rabbi Fund 
 Joel & Rita Stern: Pesach contribution  
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Shavuot Day 1 

Sunday, June 5th at 9:30 AM 
Confirmation Service for Or Tamid Students, 

Held at CBENT 
** No Yizkor 

This year we will have a combined Shavuot service with CBENT on Shavuot day 1 (Sunday, June 
5th). This service will be predominantly led by the confirmation class of Or Tamid (of which our 

Ben Shapiro is a student) so please attend to show your support and celebrate their achievements!  

The service will begin at 9:30 am at CBENT (715 Paxon Hollow Road, Broomall) 

CBENT live streams their services (you can watch but not receive an honor) so preference is for 
people to attend in person, if able.  

*CBENT's current policy is that all must wear a mask when in the building. 

Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3943609182?pwd=bU1MSEJOb2JtaFdrZ2hIOEYzMXIzUT09 

Zoom Meeting ID: 394 3609 182 

Password: cbent715 

 

 We will return to Or Shalom 
Shavuot Day 2 

Monday, June 6th at 9:00 AM Hybrid 
Yizkor is recited 

  
Zoom info: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82461794951?pwd=b1Vwb00vdjMwdFpJUkZPVXZVTUVzZz09 

  
Meeting ID: 824 6179 4951 

Passcode: 825187 
  

Dial by your location 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3943609182?pwd=bU1MSEJOb2JtaFdrZ2hIOEYzMXIzUT09
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Or Shalom Spring FUNdraiser 
 

All members and your family are invited to come and have fun! 
Sunday, June 12th 

4 to 6 pm 
Outside Or Shalom 

 
Live Bluegrass Music by Tookany Creek 

Tookany Creek is a great acoustic band with beautifully designed and executed vocal 
harmonies. Their shows include fiddle, banjo, bass, guitar, mandolin and  
ukulele. They play classic bluegrass and country hits as well as pop tunes  

from the thirties, forties, fifties and rock and roll from the sixties.  

 
Lawn Games 

Raffle Baskets 
Food:  Picnic fare, snacks and drinks 

Cash bar 
$20 for each attendee age 10 and over 

Payable on arrival 
 

We welcome sponsors! 
"Fun"  $100 

"More Fun"  $200 
"Most Fun"  $300 

 
Please RSVP to the office so we can get a rough head count 
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Ritual committee news 

Hello from the Ritual Committee!   
 
We have reached the summer months and that means vacations.  That also means 
that it will be harder than usual for us to make a minyan on Shabbat and Holidays.   
We need your help.  If you can join us for services, whether over Zoom or in person 
on those days that we have hybrid services, we would really appreciate it!  During the 
month of June both Rabbi Kami and I will be out at times, so we would appreciate any 
volunteers to help lead services.  
 
Shavuot will begin Saturday night, June 4

th
 and continue through Monday, June 6

th
.  

On Sunday morning, June 5
th
 at 9:30 AM, we will honor Or Tamid’s Confirmation class 

with a service at Congregation Beth El Ner Tamid (715 Paxon Hollow Road in 
Broomall) for the first day of Shavuot.  CBENT live streams their services (you can 
watch but not receive an honor) so preference is for people to attend in person, if able. 
 
On Monday, June 6

th
, we observe the second day of Shavuot at Or Shalom at 9:00 

AM with a service that includes the recitation of Yizkor.  As was the case with the 7
th
 

day of Pesach, we anticipate light attendance during our holiday morning service on 
Monday, June 6

th
.  Please help us make a minyan, whether on Zoom or in person, if 

you can spare the time to come to services. 
 
With the rise in community spread of COVID-19, and Chester County being rated as 
High, Or Shalom has updated our masking policy as follows: 

Or Shalom requires high quality (N95, KN95, or KF94) masks in the build-
ing for those who are unvaccinated and for those coming onto the Bimah 
and urges everyone to wear masks while in the synagogue per the current 
CDC recommendation for communities with HIGH community spread. 

As usual, this policy carries the caveat that it may change if the incidence of 
COVID changes and the CDC changes Chester County’s community spread 
level. 
 

Finally, we really want your feedback regarding the changes we have made in our  
services.  Do you consider them to be an improvement, or have we made services 
less appealing?  Let me or Rabbi Kami know what you think!   
 
We will continue to experiment with changes to our services throughout the summer, 
so please come to services and let us know what you think. 
 
 
Kol tuv, 
Joel Stern for the Or Shalom Ritual Committee. 



 

HORIZONS                                                   10     June 2022      Sivan, 5782 — Tammuz, 5782 

Social action news 
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Larisa Averbakh 
Education Director 

Or Tamid  

I am writing these lines, having just returned and still excited from the closing of the 2021-22 
school year celebration at Or Tamid Religious School.  It has been a challenging and eventful 
year.  We started two new programs for our pre-teens and teens in partnership with Moving 
Traditions and Better Together. The first is pioneering an exciting approach to B-Mitzvah that 
connects Jewish wisdom to the interpersonal and social elements of the ritual, the second is 
building wonderful intergenerational relationships and interactions between our Hebrew High 
students and their senior “buddies”, fondly called Beth-Elders. We were able to return in  
person to some of our most beloved traditions like Rosh Hashanah preparation program, 
class participation Shabbat services, latke bingo (without latkes this year due to the COVID 
concerns, but with building of our first ever canned food menorah), Purim Spiel and Purim 
Carnival, hamentashen baking, and Model Seder. 
 
The last school session was a wonderful conclusion of this busy year.  It started with a  
minyan in the Or Shalom sanctuary, conducted by Rabbi Kami and our students and  
teachers, each class leading the congregation in t’fillot they’ve mastered over the year. We 
honored our teachers: Amy Blum, Gigi Gorson-Marrow, Ruth Henninger, Miriam Leshem, 
Penny Meyers, and Shari Robbins, as well as our madrichim, who were a tremendous help 
throughout the year.  Three of them are graduating High School, and with a bitter-sweet  
feeling we sent Rebecca Levin and Ellie Reiner off to college.  We wish them every success 
in their adult life, and hope they will keep in touch and remain an integral part of their congre-
gational and Religious School family! 
Luckily for us, Naomi Fuiman will go to school locally, and will be returning next year to be our 
madrichah alongside with Jacob Krautheim, Rachel Levin and several of this year’s Hebrew 
High graduates who would be willing to sacrifice an opportunity to sleep in on Sunday  
mornings for the sake of helping their former teachers at Or Tamid!  
 
We bade a fond good-bye to Amy Blum, who is retiring from teaching at Or Tamid after  
dedicating over three decades to our Religious School.  We are so grateful for the years she 
spent with us teaching our children “how to be a good Jew” in words of one of her students! 
We will miss Amy’s creativity, expertise, vast knowledge and, above all, great love for her  
student, Judaism and Jewish culture! 
 
Finally, it was time to give awards to each and every student, recognizing their efforts and  
accomplishments this academic year and to celebrate the last day of Religious school and 
Lag BaOmer with sport games and a bonfire (thank you to Shender family for managing the 
fire and keeping everyone safe during marshmallow roasting) that is appropriate for this  
holiday. 
 
Many thanks to Ray Krautheim and Saundra Boyd for their tremendous help with that day and 
all the other days throughout the year! 
 
I wish everyone a great summer! 
 
 
      Photo’s next page 
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Baruch Dayan HaEmet- May His Memory Be for a Blessing 

George Bernstein (Yosef ben Chaim Zev v'Hannah) father of Jim Bernstein and 
father-in-law of Mindy Bernstein, passed away, the 2nd of Iyar, May 3rd, 2022, 
at the age of 88. 

Congratulations Class of 2022 
 

High School 
Rebecca Levin 

Ellie Reiner 
 

College 
Zachary Allon  
Sara Hyams  
Melissa Stern 

 
Graduate School 

Shaina Bernstein getting her MSW from Denver University  
 

Marli Markovitz is graduating from UIC (University of Illinois @ Chicago)  
with a Master's Degree in Science in Biological Visualization 
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Donations 
We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the       

synagogue.  Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to  accept most of the 

books and other items that have been donated  unsolicited.  Please contact the     

synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items.  If we can use the items, we 

will  welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we just have no room for the 

items you want to donate, please consider another worthy cause for your donation. 

  Odds & Ends 

Membership Directory 
The new simplified membership directory and class list is now  

posted on our web site.  It is password protected and will be updated  
regularly as members notify the office of changes  

to their information.  Please review it today to make sure information 
about your family is correct.  

 If not, contact the office with changes  

Or Shalom has received $86.32 in donation from AmazonSmile  
So far in 2022. 
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Or Shalom Donation Form 
I would like to help support Or Shalom.  I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount 
payable to Or Shalom.  Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312 
          We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations  

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)     
 

        

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)      
 

        

Definition of Funds 
 

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building.  These funds help 
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our     
facility. 
 
2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch, 
etc. 
 

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.   
 
4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget. 
 
5. Hebrew School: Funds are used for the needs of the Religious School.  Examples: Bulletin 
boards, books and school supplies, etc. 

 
6. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose.  Donations to 
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office. 
 
7. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs.  Any questions to 
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net. 
 

8. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The 
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact 
office at 610-644-9086 
 
9. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $360.00. The first would be a permanent 
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary.  The second plaque would be placed during the week of the 
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Additional information will be requested 

when purchasing a plaque. Please contact Ellen Gross at Ellenagross@gmail.com for more            
information. 
 
10. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your  
birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom.  Include a photo if you 
like.  $36 per message.  We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 

your donations. 
 
11.  Siddur Lev Shalem  Visit our web site to learn how to donate.  $50 each or 12 for $500 
 

mailto:Ellenagross@gmail.com
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