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Horizons is published monthly. Material submitted for publication may be
edited for style, length and content.
Please contact the office to report
any errors or omissions. Thank you.
Editor: Lauren Porter
Congregation Or Shalom
835 Darby-Paoli Road
Berwyn, PA 19312
Phone: 610-644-9086
www.OrShalom.com
E-mail: office@orshalom.com
Congregation Or Shalom
Executive Committee
President: Andrew Levin
Vice President: Betsy Cohen
Treasurer: Alan Daroff
Secretary: Joel Stern
Membership: Betsy Cohen
Events/Fundraising:
IPP:

Auxiliary & Community Groups
Sisterhood: Mindy Bernstein
Men’s Club: Scott Markovitz
Social Action: Gina Arlen
Education Chair: Ben Shender
Ritual Committee: Joel Stern
Advertising rates
Advertising contracts are arranged
through the Temple office. All advertising is due the first of the month for
next month’s edition of Horizons. We
accept ads with a check made out to
Congregation Or Shalom and the ad
copy sent at the same time.

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in
Chester County, Montgomery County
and Delaware County?
Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances
who live in Chester County, Montgomery
County and Delaware County who are not
already members of a synagogue? If you do,
why not invite them to one of the upcoming
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good
time and decide to come back. They may have
such a good time that they decide to become
members themselves. According to a recent
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t
know who they are. You can help.
Todah rabah!
Please support Or Shalom and designate Or Shalom as
your preferred charity when you purchase from Amazon.
Just go to smile.amazon.com and register. It costs you
nothing and Or Shalom receives a benefit.

We now accept payment by Venmo
@Congregation-OrShalom

Size
Full Page
1/2 page
1/4 page
1/8 page

11 issues
$1000
$750
$500
$250

Per issue
$110
$80
$60
$35

Celebrate with Or Shalom
To put your announcement in next week’s,
please contact the office via email or phone
with your message, photo, and $36 per
announcement. We also now accept payment
by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for
your donations.
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The President’s Column

Shana Tova and a Sweet New Year

As always … the content of this article is based on my thoughts and not those of the
Or Shalom (Board, Rabbi, and Congregation)
Shana Tova and I would like to wish y’all a happy, healthy, and sweet New Year! May
you all be written in the book of life for another year.
As I am writing this article we are preparing for the High Holidays. Based on the
amount of effort going into preparing for services I expect everything to go smoothly. I
am really looking forward to attending services in person this year. I find in person
services much more meaningful then zoom services. Maybe because I am zoomed
out from work, but more likely it is because I enjoy the energy from being around other
people. I realize the importance of the service, but I also appreciate catching up with
friends, finding out how their family is doing, and what activities they are doing in their
spare time. I do not believe that building community and culture can be done online. I
think it needs to be done in person. Looking people in the eye, shaking their hand, or
giving them a hug. As most of you know. I am a hugger and proud of it.
I hope I see you all at shul. Either at services or a social activity. I am really looking
forward to the game night that Liz Hyams is organizing. I have never played Mahjong
and I am looking forward to giving it a try. I cannot encourage you enough to make it a
point to get involved this year. Get out of your house and support building community
at Or Shalom. You can do it in small steps. Make it a point to go to one more service
or social function then you went to last year.
Best Wishes for a Healthy and Sweet New Year!
In G-d we trust,
Andy
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Rabbi’s Reflections

Welcome to the year 5783! We have now officially made our way into 5783 and we are easing into the
beautiful fall weather. October is a busy month filled with holidays this year and with lots happening
around the synagogue. This month we will celebrate Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, and Simchat Torah. We
hope you will join us for a fun family evening in the Sukkah on October 9th (make sure you RSVP),
and also a fun celebration of our Torah on October 17th for Simchat Torah. We will also have services
on the first and second days of Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret and the morning of Simchat Torah. Please help
us to make a minyan! We need everyone!
For the past few years we have been talking about community at Or Shalom and trying new events and
programs to help cultivate community. This effort is starting to come to fruition and will continue this
year. But it will only be as successful as we all make it, which means attending and contributing.
The most well known symbol of Sukkot is the lulav and etrog and our tradition has a rich history of
associating symbolism with the 4 species. The Vayikrah Rabbah 30:12 (a commentary on the book of
Leviticus) shares: “Another explanation: "The fruit of a beautiful tree" - these are [referring to] Israel.
Just like this citron (etrog), which has taste and has smell, so too Israel has among them people that
have Torah and have good deeds. "The branches of a date palm" - these are [referring to] Israel. Just
like this date, which has taste and has no smell, so too Israel has among them those that have Torah but
do not have good deeds. "And a branch of a braided tree (a myrtle)" - these are [referring to] Israel. Just
like this myrtle, which has smell and has no taste, so too Israel has among them those that have good
deeds but do not have Torah. "And brook willows" - these are [referring to] Israel. Just like this willow,
which has no smell and has no taste, so too Israel has among them people that have no Torah and have
no good deeds. And what does the Holy One, blessed be He, do to them? To destroy them is impossible,
but rather the Holy One, blessed be He, said "bind them all together [into] one grouping and these will
atone for those." And if you will have done that, I will be elevated at that time.”

Each part of the lulav, by itself, does not satisfy all the senses but taken together we reach every sense.
So too are we in Jewish community, each Jewish person by themself can only achieve so much but
together we achieve anything! Eahc of us brings unique gifts and skills to the synagogue, each is
essential to carry on a thriving, vibrant Jewish community. Therefore we need you! Join us!
Shana tova,
Rabbi Kami
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october YAHRZEITS
October 1, Tishrei 5, 5783
Sara Berman, mother of Linda Mand
October 3, Tishrei 8, 5783
Samuel Freeman, father of Renee Hayman

October 20, Tishrei 25, 5783
Ethel Harmelin, grandmother of Jennifer Harmelin
Harry Shupack, father-in-law of Hedda
Shupack

October 7, Tishrei 12, 5783
October 22, Tishrei 27, 5783
Eileen Monash, mother of BettyAnn Monash Arlene Markind, mother of Dan Markind
October 9, Tishrei 14, 5783
Mazal Daniel, mother of Sam Daniel

October 26, Heshvan 1, 5783
Marvin Wahl, father of Jo Ann Weiss

October 10, Tishrei 15, 5783
October 27, Heshvan 2, 5783
Joyce Flaxman Slavin, sister of Sue Goldberg Harold Krasnick, great-uncle of Helaine
Neuman Leonard, Larry's father (Margie Leon-Leibowitz
ard)
October 28, Heshvan 3, 5783
October 12, Tishrei 17, 5783
Edith Jaffe, mother of Susan Wachter
Alex Cohen, father of Boaz Cohen
Nathan Jaffe, father of Susan Wachter
William Perzley, step-father of Richard Tregerman
October 29, Heshvan 4, 5783
Minnie Heyman, grandmother of Michael
Arlen
October 30, Heshvan 5, 5783
Rolland Bloomfield, uncle of BettyAnn
Monash
Stanley Liebman, husband of Lane Liebman
Erich Sachs, great-uncle of Miriam Leshem

October 13, Tishrei 18, 5783
Joel Pevar, husband of Jill Schneider
October 14, Tishrei 19, 5783
Jacob Zatuchni
October 15, Tishrei 20, 5783
Sarah Lurie, mother of Howard Lurie
October 19, Tishrei 24, 5783
Stanley Markovitz, father of Scott Markovitz
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Contributions

Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following
generous contributions in the month of August 2022

Shabbat Dinner
Vivian & Barry Morrow: December Shabbat Dinner
Steve & Nieta Shapiro: Sponsor Shabbat Dinner
Yizkor Book
Irl Barg & Janet Walkow: Yizkor
Irl Barg & Janet Walkow: Yizkor 2022 Book
James & Mindy Bernstein: Yizkor
James & Mindy Bernstein: Yizkor Book 2022
Bernard & Paula Blaustein: Yizkor Book 2022
Michael & Zev Chonoles: Yizkor Book 2022
Jay & Betsy Cohen: Yizkor Book 2022
Janet & Sarah Emanuel: Yizkor Book 2022
Harris & Renee Hayman: Yizkor Book 2022
Janet Hurwitz: Yizkor Book 2022
Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: Yizkor Book 2022
Jeffrey & Eileen Kosterich: Yizkor 2022 Book
Marjorie Leonard: Yizkor Book 2022
Nancy & James Margolis: Yizkor Book 2022
Scott & Mindy Markovitz: Yizkor Book 2022
Kenneth & Debbie Paul: Yizkor Book 2022
Jill Schneider: Yizkor Book 2022
Mitchell Evan Stein & Bari Michele Brandt: Yizkor Book 2022
Susan Wachter: Yizkor Book 2022
Cards and Miscellaneous
David & Andrea Allon: Memory of Irv Hurwitz
Jay Nachman: Memory of Irv Hurwitz
Yahrzeit Donations
Brenda Belkin & Lawrence Rosen: Memory Fanny Evelyn Belkin
Bernard & Paula Blaustein: Memory of Mary Blaustein
Jeffrey & Linda Mand: Memory of Adolphe Berman & Meyer Mand
Social Action Committee
Donald Leitner & Michelle Cohen: Men's Club
General Fund
Smile Program Amazon.com
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Many thanks to the bakers that made the goodies
for Erev Rosh Hashanah
Julie Miller, Ellen Gross and Beth Zatuchni
Well done ladies!
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HIGH HOLIDAYS 5783/2022 SCHEDULES
Sukkot and Simchat Torah
Schedule 2022
Sunday, October 9
Erev Sukkot
Sukkot Chag School
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Sukkah Art, Pizza in the Hut,
Sukkot Songs, Sukkot Play,
Ma’Ariv Service
(family oriented but entire
congregation encouraged to attend)
Monday, October 10
sukkot day 1
Shacharit at 9 am
Tuesday, October 11
sukkot day 2
Shacharit @ 9 am
Monday, October 17
Shemini Atzeret
Shacharit w/Yizkor @ 9 am

Erev Simchat Torah @ 6 pm
Chag School, Simchat Torah Celebration
(family oriented but entire
congregation encouraged to attend)
Tuesday, October 18
Simchat Torah
Shacharit @ 9 am
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Education news
“L’Shanah Tovah u MeTukah” from Or Shalom Religious School
Wishing a blessing for us all to have a sweet and good year, and may we all be written into
the Book of Life and sealed.
Or Shalom Religious School has been learning and preparing for the High Holidays, each
student has their own Shofar and through their Shofar’s voice have learned its sounds:
Tekiah, Shevarim, Teruah, Tekiah G’dolah. The Shofar’s voice beckons us to: Lishmoah
Kol Shofar, “listen to the voice of the Shofar, wake up and listen to your “still small
voice” (I Kings 19: 11-12). This voice knows what is right and wrong. The Shofar’s voice
reminds us to pray (Tefillah), to repent (Teshuvah), to say we are sorry, to make up for
our mistakes, to promise to improve, to change our habits, and to forgive others. The
Shofar’s voice also reminds us to give (Tzedakah) the children reminded us that they are
going through their clothes closets, donating clothes, giving food to a Food Pantry,
donating toys and money, honoring their parents more, being friendlier, helping and
comforting others who are sick or sad, and giving of their time to help others.
Our Rabbi Kami has been teaching us about special prayers in our High Holiday
Machzor and about how to make Teshuvah/Repentance and its many steps.
Morah Jane showed us how to make “Apple paper weights” and how to thread yarn to
make our paper Shofars, and how to perform “Tashlich” by throwing our mistakes/sins
away by using stones, crumbs or writing them on paper and crumpling them to throw into
water. We are also in the process of making Sukkot decorations for our Sukkah.
Continued Next Page
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Education news
Page 2
Teaching Assistants Morah Marisa and Moreh Ben have been busy reviewing with us our
Hebrew letters and Reading skills, keeping us fed with yummy snacks, helping us with
our Alef-Bet Yoga Class and “striking a pose” for the letters: Shin, Beyt, and Tav.
Morah Larisa and Morah Miriam have taught us many High Holiday songs, the sounds of
the Shofar and have begun Torah Study through our “Parsha Plays” for Rosh HaShanah
and Yom Kippur.
L’Shanah Tovah u’Metukah…….R’ Miriam Sachs-Leshem
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Ritual committee news
Or Shalom Ritual Committee
L’Shana Tova Tikatevu v’Tekatemu – May you be written and sealed for a good year.
As we welcome 5783, I want to thank the members of the Or Shalom Ritual Committee for giving your time and skills to address the needs of our congregation. Rabbi Kami and I couldn’t
keep the ritual side of Or Shalom going without the efforts of Alice, Ben, Brenda, Janet, Jerry,
and Miriam.
The fall holy days have begun. Last month I listed several things it was time to get involved in
for Or Shalom. I hope you took the time to attend a Shabbat morning or evening service, share
your feedback on our services with the committee, sponsor a Shabbat dinner in the coming
year, and to purchase a siddur for your own use and donate siddurim for the use of the congregation. If you haven’t, you still can. Beyond the items I just listed, we still would love to hear
from musicians who would like to share their talent with the congregation so we can innovate
with instrumental music in our services periodically, as was suggested in our congregational
survey.
Shana Tova u’metuka (Have a happy and sweet New Year)!
Beyond our weekly Shabbat services (which we need you to attend, please), we will have these
services for the holy days:

People are needed to help erect our Sukkah on Sunday October 9th in the
morning. Contact Joel Stern or Scott Markovitz to let them know you will
be coming to help.
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Social action news
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sisterhood news
L’Shanah Tovah!
Earlier last month, we had a lovely Opening Dinner at the Leibowitz’s
home. Thank you very much Fred and Helaine for hosting. As usual,
there was delicious food and nice
conversation. It was really nice to get together again.
Speaking of delicious food, thank you Julie Miller, Beth Zatuchni and Ellen
Gross for baking the fabulous desserts for erev Rosh Hashana. If you didn’t try Ellen’s mandelbread, you are missing out!
If you have the dates below in your calendar, please note that we had to
change the date of our Bees and Bagels talk from
November 6 to the week before, October 30. Turns out there is a Bee
Convention that day. Sorry for the inconvenience of the change. Rsvp by
Oct 25 so we’ll have enough bagels and lox. $10 suggested donation for
brunch.
After Yom Kippur, join us on October 6 for a yoga class in the
social hall. All ages and levels are welcome. 7 PM, $15, bring a mat. If
we get a good turn out, we will hold these classes on a regular basis. Who
couldn’t use more stretching?
Wishing you an easy fast.
Mindy Bernstein, Sisterhood President

Sisterhood Opening
Dinner
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sisterhood calendar of events
October 6 Thursday, 7 PM Yoga class in Social Hall $15, bring a yoga mat
All Welcome
October 30 Sunday, 10:30-12:30 Bees and Bagels: Bee specialist Rebecca
Boylan will talk about bees, and fresh honey available for sale. Bagels & lox
brunch.
November 13 Sunday, 4-5 PM Family Fire Pit Hour! S’mores and schmooze
December 16 Friday, 6 PM Or Shalom’s Chanukah dinner
TBD (possibly December) Trip to The Barnes Museum for Modigliani exhibit
and lunch
January 24 Tuesday, 7 PM Sisterhood Book Club
February 7 Tuesday, 7 PM Zoom (with other Sisterhoods): Jewish Culinary Zodiac
March 3 Friday, 11:30-12:30 AM Pack up Mishloach Manot bags for Purim
April 9 Sunday, 5 PM Passover Pizza Family Dinner in Social Hall
April 29 Saturday Sisterhood Shabbat Service!!
May 21 Sunday, 6 PM Memories
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YOGA class led by Lisa Schwarcz who is a P.T. and yoga instructor.
The date is 10/6 at 7 PM at the synagogue.
Friends and members are invited to yoga at Or Shalom on Thursday, October 6th 7-8pm.
Wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat (or two if you want more cushioning on the hard floor).
The class is open to all ages and abilities and will be a blend of yoga styles.
Class is $15 per person. Please call 610-644-9086 or email office@orshalom.com to reserve a
spot.
Dates and times for further classes will be posted.
All participants will need to complete an intake and release form prior to participation.
Please contact lisa@homebodytherapyandwellness.com with any questions about the class.
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Odds & Ends

Donations

We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the
synagogue. Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to accept most of the
books and other items that have been donated unsolicited. Please contact the
synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can use the items, we
will welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we just have no room for the
items you want to donate, please consider another worthy cause for your donation.

Baruch Dayan HaEmet- May His Memory Be for a Blessing
We sadly share the news that Michael Wachter,
Jewish name here,
Passed away on September 3, 2022.

Or Shalom has received $204.64 in donation from AmazonSmile
So far in 2022.
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Or Shalom Donation Form
I would like to help support Or Shalom. I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount
payable to Or Shalom. Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312
We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations

Name____________________________________________________ Name____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________ Address__________________________________________________
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________
Made in memory of________________________________________ Made in memory of________________________________________
Made in honor of__________________________________________ Made in honor of__________________________________________
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________ Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
Send acknowledgment to (include address)

Send acknowledgment to (include address)

Definition of Funds
1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building. These funds help
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our
facility.
2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch,
etc.
3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.

4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget.
5. Hebrew School: Funds are used for the needs of the Religious School. Examples: Bulletin
boards, books and school supplies, etc.
6. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose. Donations to
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office.
7. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs. Any questions to
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net.
8. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact
office at 610-644-9086

9. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $360.00. The first would be a permanent
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary. The second plaque would be placed during the week of the
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Additional information will be requested
when purchasing a plaque. Please contact Ellen Gross at Ellenagross@gmail.com for more
information.
10. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your
birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom. Include a photo if you
like. $36 per message. We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for
your donations.
11. Siddur Lev Shalem Visit our web site to learn how to donate. $50 each or 12 for $500
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