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Horizons is published monthly. Materi-
al submitted for publication may be 
edited for style, length and content.    
 
Please contact the office to report 
any errors or omissions.  Thank you. 
 
Editor: Lauren Porter 
Congregation Or Shalom 
835 Darby-Paoli Road 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
Phone: 610-644-9086 
www.OrShalom.com 
E-mail: office@orshalom.com 
 

Congregation Or Shalom 
Executive Committee 

 
President: Andrew Levin 
Vice President: Betsy Cohen 
Treasurer: Alan Daroff  
Secretary: Joel Stern 
Membership: Betsy Cohen 
Events/Fundraising:  
IPP:  
 

Auxiliary & Community Groups 
 

Sisterhood: Mindy Bernstein 
Men’s Club: Scott Markovitz 
Social Action: Gina Arlen 
Education Chair:  Ben Shender 
Ritual Committee:  Joel Stern 

 
Advertising rates 

Advertising contracts are arranged 
through the Temple office. All adver-
tising is due the first of the month for 
next month’s edition of Horizons. We 
accept ads with a check made out to 
Congregation Or Shalom and the ad 
copy sent at the same time. 
 
 
Size 11 issues  Per issue 
Full Page $1000 $110 
1/2 page  $750  $80 
1/4 page  $500  $60 
1/8 page  $250  $35 
 
 
 

To put your announcement in next week’s,  
please contact the office via email or phone 
with your message, photo, and $36 per  

announcement.  We also now accept payment 
by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 
your donations. 

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in 
Chester County, Montgomery County 

and Delaware County? 

Celebrate with Or Shalom 

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances 
who live in Chester County, Montgomery  
County and Delaware County who are not  
already members of a synagogue? If you do, 
why not invite them to one of the upcoming 
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good 
time and decide to come back. They may have 
such a good time that they decide to become  
members themselves. According to a recent  
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are 
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester  
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t 
know who they are. You can help. 
 
Todah rabah! 

Please support Or Shalom and designate Or Shalom as 
your preferred charity when you purchase from Amazon.  
Just go to smile.amazon.com and register.  It costs you 
nothing and  Or Shalom receives a benefit.   

We now accept payment by Venmo 

@Congregation-OrShalom  
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The President’s Column 

 
Great start to 5783  

As always … the content of this article is based on my thoughts and not those of the Or Shalom (Board, Rabbi, 
and Congregation) 
 
From a Levin Family perspective, it has been a great and active year (5783) so far at Or Shalom!  So many  
wonderful things from seeing people at High Holiday Services to Sukkah Building.  We are really blessed to have 
such an active an engaged community.   
 
High Holiday service were well attended (in-person and online) and ran very smoothly.  A special thank you to the 
rabbi and the ritual committee.  There is a lot of planning and preparation that goes into making services run  
seamlessly.  From a project management perspective this team could run a graduate course on high holiday service 
planning. 
 

Following the High Holiday was Sukkah Building and Pizza in the Hut.  Sukkah building is one of my favorite 
activities and I was lucky enough to have my son helping again this year.  Sukkah building is one of those  
activities that involves a little work and a lot of time catching up with people.  This year we doubled the size of the 
sukkah, and we needed every little bit of it for Pizza in the Hut.  Everybody who attended enjoyed the festival and 
the fire pit.  S’Mores are always a winner. 
 
Next on the Or Shalom calendar was Simchat Torah.  The Religious School made a delicious dinner which was 
free for those attended.  Following dinner, the congregation and students unrolled the torah and continued the  
celebration.  Next to the religious and educational aspects of the evening I would say the best part was the mint 
chocolate chip ice cream. 
 

Following Simchat Torah was the first ever (in my tenure as president) Or Shalom game night.  It turned out to be 
an absolute blast.   We had people learning Maj Jong, playing poker, and playing backgammon.  Of course, what 
would an event at the shul be without refreshment.  A special thank you to Liz Hyams for organizing the event and 
I am already looking forward to the next scheduled game night. 
 
Wrapping up the last few weeks was taking down the sukkah.  Traditionally, this is much more difficult them 
building the sukkah because of volunteers.  This year was different.  We had a great turn out to put away the  
sukkah.  Many hands make light work.  Plus, as a bonus my son got munchkins. 
 
I consider myself fortunate to be active in this community and be able to enjoy the holidays, festivals, and  
activities with friends.  This is not by accident. This is because I proactively get involved and attend events.  I 
know there are a ton of reasons why people are not more active in the community, and I feel bad because I think 
those people are missing out on friendships and comradery.  I would strongly encourage you read the weekly 
emails, look at the Or Shalom calendar, and get involved.  At the minimum make a commitment to attend the  
in-person Friday night services. Better yet, bring some friends to Friday night services. 
 
I look forward to seeing y’all in person at the shul! 
 
In G-d we trust, 
 
Andy 
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Rabbi’s Reflections 
 
    
 

Shanah Tovah! We made it through the 5783 High Holidays. The month of Tishrei is packed full of hol-
idays but it is always fun to have a full synagogue, reconnect with friends who have fallen out of touch, 
and experience the renewed energy of a new year. 
 

We have many fun, exciting, socially engaging, and deeply intellectual events coming up with many 
more in the planning stages. A few I would like to highlight: 
 

Prayer/ Minyanim: 
For the past few months, many Friday nights and occasional Saturdays, we have really struggled to 
reach a minyan, many times having to interrupt services to “recruit” people. This is hard for those who 
make a point to attend, especially regularly. We are a small shul and so everyone counts, and that is lit-
eral when it comes to prayer and minyanim. If every member of our congregation attended 1-2 times 
per month we would consistently reach a minyan and not have to scramble trying to find more people. 
In addition, for months now we have been hosting in person services on the first Friday of the month 
and the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month. Unfortunately, attendance in person is very low. The good 
news is we normally reach a minyan counting folks on Zoom but for those who attend in person it is 
frustrating to be only one of three people present. Frankly, it's lonely. In addition it is very challenging 
to run a Torah service with four or less people. There are lots of moving parts and we have the added 
duties of monitoring Zoom and displaying the Siddur.  
Over the next month or so we hope to restart our kiddush which we hope will encourage more to attend 
in person but again, if you are able please make the added effort of coming in person.  
 

Adult Education: 
We are doing things a little differently this year with adult education. We are doing shorter sessions on 
different topics. For example this Fall,  Nancy Margolis will be facilitating, with me, a wonderful course 
on writing and Jewish Identity. This course works best with a small, consistent group. Right now about 
half the class is full but we would love to have a few more folks join us. If you have been looking for a 
class that doesn’t present material in a traditional/ lecture modality, then this is the course for you! 
I will also be teaching about 2nd Century Judaism and the colorful character Elisha Ben Abuya through 
a group reading and discussion of the book As A Driven Leaf by Milton Steinberg. The 2nd century was 
a time of intense assimilation, many argue similar to our experiences today. In addition, Elisha Ben 
Abuya is a wonderful character who was later excommunicated from Judaism, asks very important phil-
osophical questions that many of us probably have and do ask ourselves such as: Is there a G-d? And 
how does G-d interact with our world? 
Please RSVP to the office or me so we know how many to expect for each class. 
 

In short, this is a plea to come and join us! We want to be in community with you, we want to see you 

and spend time with you. We want to learn and pray with you. Let’s make 5783 a year of connection! 



 

HORIZONS                                                   5     November 2022    Heshvan, 5783 — Kislev, 5783 

          A few words from the newsletter editor 
 
We are a vibrant synagogue and we want to remain that way. 
 
We try to keep our website up to date showing upcoming events and pictures.  
There is also a members only page which is password protected and contains 
our membership directory and Yizkor Book.  There is also an ongoing version 
of our calendar so you can check for events in the future.  Get used to going to 
orshalom.com on a regular basis.   
 
We are grateful to all those who are sponsoring dinners in 5783 but in order 
for these to continue we need two additional things.  We need you to attend 
and to help in the preparation and cleanup. 
 
We are happy to note that Men’s Club and Sisterhood are planning more live 
events in addition to new things such as game night and yoga.  Please plan to 
attend these social events which help make us a community. 
 
Our numbers are not growing as quickly as we would like especially with  
older members dying or families moving out of the area.  When you attend a  
social event; ask your Jewish friends to come with you and encourage them to 
join the synagogue 
 
Many of our founding members are no longer with us.  The following are the 
only founding members still members of Or Shalom 
 
Alan and Susan Daroff 
Howard and Jennifer Lurie 
Jeffrey and Linda Mand 
Herman and Zora Natanblut 
Hedda Shupack 
Don and Dede Strumpf 
Susan Wachter 
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november  YAHRZEITS 

November 2, Heshvan 8, 5783 

Helen Klein, great grandmother of Samantha 
Klein 

Leon Tregerman, father of Richard Tregerman 

 

November 3, Heshvan 9, 5783 

Marion Richman, mother of Carolyn Shine 

 

November 4, Heshvan 10, 5783 

Lorraine Gross, mother of Susan Weiss 

 

November 7, Heshvan 13, 5783 

Melvyn Fein, father of Wendy Markind 

Reuben Schechter, father of Jonathan 
Schechter 

 

November 10, Heshvan 16, 5783 

Stanley Ellis, father of Betsy Cohen 

Eleanore Hayman, mother of Harris Hayman 

 

November 13, Heshvan 19, 5783 

Claire Glaser, grandmother of Brett Furman 

 

November 14, Heshvan 20, 5783 

Emile Hyman Belkin, father of Brenda Belkin 

 

November 15, Heshvan 21, 5783 

William D. Harris, father of Elizabeth Hyams 

November 16, Heshvan 22, 5783 

Jerome Kornreich, father of Laurie Katz 

 

November 17, Heshvan 23, 5783 

Sidney Aronoff, father of Margie Leonard 

 

November 18, Heshvan 24, 5783 

Sanford Brandt, father of Bari Michele Brandt 

 

November 25, Kislev 1, 5783 

Diane Jenkins Cooper, sister of Lane Liebman 

 

November 30, Kislev 6, 5783 

Sadie Scher, mother of Marjorie Schneider 
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Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following  

generous contributions in the month of  September 2022 
 

Contributions 

Shabbat Dinner 
 David & Caryl Keet: Friday Night Dinner 
 James Patton & Ellen Gross: Shabbat Dinner 
 Benjamin & Julie  (Mattie) Shender: Shabbat Dinners 
 Don & Dede Strumpf: Shabbot Dinner celebrating 60th Wedding Anniversary 
 Beth Zatuchni & Gerald Satlow: Friday Night Dinners 
 
Yizkor Book 
 Sheila DiDomenico: Yizkor Book 2022 
 Brett D. & Lisa T. Furman: Yizkor Book 2022 
 David & Caryl Keet: Yizkor 2022 Book 
 Kami Knapp Schechter & Jonathan Schechter: Yizkor 2022 Book 
 Donald Leitner & Michelle Cohen: Yizkor Book 2022 
 Andrew Levin: Yiskor Book 2022 
 Howard & Jennifer Lurie: Yizkor Book 2022 
 Harris & Julie Miller: Yizkor 2022 Book 
 Vivian & Barry Morrow: Yizkor Book 2022 
 Herman & Zora Natanblut: Yizkor Book 2022 
 David & Arlene Noble: Yizkor Book 2022 
 James Patton & Ellen Gross: Yizkor Book 2022 
 Joel & Rita Stern: Yizkor 2022 Book 
 Don & Dede Strumpf: Yizkor Book 2022 
 Beth Zatuchni & Gerald Satlow: Yizkor Book 2022 
 
Cards and Miscellaneous Contributions 
 Faye Bakovsky: Memory of Michael Wachter 
 Rabbi Alan J. Iser & Sharon Liebhaber: Memory of Irv Hurwitz 
 
Yahrzeit Donations 
 Harris & Renee Hayman: Memory of Samuel Freeman 
 Lane Liebman: Memory of Stanley Liebman 
 Harris & Julie Miller: Memory of Grandparent 
 Beth Zatuchni & Gerald Satlow: Memory of Jacob Zatuchni 
 
High Holidays 
 Simon Eventov: High Holidays 2022 
 Scott Freedman: High Holy Holidays 2022 
 Stephen & Susan Sacks: High Holidays 2022 
 Melissa Schneider & Robert Reiner: High Holidays 2022 
 
Siddurim 
 Alan & Susan Daroff: Case of Siddurim 
 
General Fund 
 John B. Daroff: Memory of Michael Wachter  
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Education news 

     Each year of High Holidays, Sukkot, Shemeni Atzeret, and Simchat Torah carries 
its own special memories.  Have you ever thought about the Holidays/Chagim of 2021, 
2020, 2019 before and during Covid-19? Or perhaps think back to when you were a 
child, young adult and with beloved grandparents and relatives? These memories 
serve as blessings, and spiritual building blocks for our family’s future. Baruch Ha 
Shem, this year we came together with our children and community and celebrated in 
person; how awesome is that? 
 
     This was the first year Or Shalom Religious School was “solo” again after many 
years as a joint school with another synagogue. Our parents have been extremely 
helpful in attending “schul” with their children during the Chagim, donating their time 
and talents to various events and helping us to reestablish ourselves as a Religious 
School, and we thank you. 
 
      The Mitzvah of “Talmud Torah” is a powerful one.  Each time you “encourage” your 
child or grandchild to come to Or Shalom Religious School and our Or Shalom  
Community events, “Talmud Torah” is actualized for you and your family.  Special 
thanks to Lisa Schwarcz and her Alef/Bet Yoga class in October; we loved it!   
  
     Our student- made Sukkah decorations were hung in our very own, Or Shalom 
Sukkah, on the first night of Sukkot this year.  Our Or Shalom Communal/School  
Sukkot event was well attended with Pizza in the Hut, smores, and an Ushpizin drama/
Art project presentation by our Students.  We learned specific Sukkot prayers before 
eating/sitting in the Sukkah, and shaking the Lulav and etrog. 
 
     Simchat Torah was delightful. Before our prayer service we joined together for a 
Spaghetti dinner, topped off with ice cream! Students participated in our Prayer  
service, did “Hakafot” while singing songs, parents learned how to scroll our smallest 
Torah, followed by Rabbi Kami reading Torah. Beholding the Torah scrolled from 
Bereshit (Genesis) to Devarim (Deuteronomy) was truly inspiring. 
 
     May this year be filled with joy, and the ability to see joy and hidden blessings pre-
sent in each and every day. May we “run for mitzvahs” when we see them, and be ap-
preciative of the simple daily joys of life.  
 
B’Shalom,  Miriam Sachs-Leshem, Director, Or Shalom Religious School. 
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Adult Education- "As A Driven Leaf"- Wednesdays 7-8pm, zoom 

 
Join Rabbi Kami as we read the classic book As A Driven Leaf by Milton Steinberg. 
Written in 1939, Steinberg’s novel about the life of Elisha Ben Abuya (a famous Tal-
mudic Rabbi who was later excommunicated). As A Driven Leaf wrestles with the 2nd 
century Jewish struggle to reconcile Rabbinic Judaism with Greek Hellenistic society. 
The debate regarding assimilating into the larger non-Jewish society  is a topic all too 
familiar to 21st century Jews. 
  
This class will focus on the content and themes of the book but also bring in infor-
mation about the Talmudic period, Rabbinic Judaism (especially its early formation), 
and the cultural experience of 2nd century Jews.  
 

November 9, 2022 (read chapters 1-4 before class) 
November 16, 2022 
November 23, 2022- no class 
November 30, 2022 
December 7, 2022 
December 14, 2022 
December 21, 2022- no class 
December 28, 2022- no class 
January 4, 2023 
January 11, 2023- no class 
January 18, 2023 
January 25, 2023- no class 
February 1, 2023 
February 8, 2023- no class 
February 15, 2023 
February 22, 2023- no class 
 
We are getting a little later of a start because of the holidays timing this year and 
also, I want to give folks a chance to get the book and start reading it.  
Also, you'll notice that the classes are only scheduled through the middle of Feb-
ruary. This is because I will be on maternity leave, likely the end of February, 
perhaps earlier. If the group decides within the course of the year that you'd like 
to keep meeting to discuss the book or another, I invite you to do so! 
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Social action news 
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sisterhood news 

I want to give a big thank you to Liz Hyams for organizing and hosting our first 
Game Night! It was a big success. Thanks also, to Susan Goldberg for giving 
some of us a Mah Jong lesson.  There were many games played, plenty of snacks 
and wine, and a nice turn out.  The next one will be announced shortly. 
 
Now that there is a chill in the air, it is time for an Or Shalom Fire Pit Family 
Hour!  Meet us outside on Sunday, Nov 13 from 4-5 for smores and warm drinks.  
  
We are also having another YOGA class on Tuesday, November 29, taught by Li-
sa Schwarcz.  
 
Please rsvp to the office for all of our events. 
 
If you have a suggestion for a new event, let me know.   
 
I wish you and your families a wonderful Thanksgiving. 
 
Mindy Bernstein 
Sisterhood President 

Lisa conducting Yoga class 
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October 30 Sunday, 10:30-12:30 Bees and Bagels.  Rsvp by Oct 26 to the office. 
 
 
November 13 Sunday, 4-5 PM Family Fire Pit Hour! S’mores and schmooze 
 
December 16 Friday, 6 PM  Or Shalom’s Chanukah dinner 
 
TBD (possibly December)  Trip to The Barnes Museum for Modigliani exhibit 
and lunch 
 
January 24 Tuesday, 7 PM Sisterhood Book Club 
 
February 7 Tuesday, 7 PM Zoom (with other Sisterhoods): Jewish Culinary Zodi-
ac 
 
March 3 Friday, 11:30-12:30 AM  Pack up Mishloach Manot bags for Purim 
 
April 9 Sunday, 5 PM Passover Pizza Family Dinner in Social Hall   
 
April 29 Saturday Sisterhood Shabbat Service!! 
 
May 21 Sunday, 6 PM Memories  

sisterhood calendar of events 
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       Game Night October 20, 2022 

Pictured: Julie Meyer, Larry Bilker, Mindy Bernstein,  
Vivian and Barry Morrow, Andy Levin, Liz & Warren  
Hyams, Sue Goldberg, Marla Gropper  and Steve Meyer, 
and Mindy & Scott Markovitz (not pictured here).  
 
 

More pictures next page. 
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       Game Night October 20, 2022 
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Donations 
We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the       

synagogue.  Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to  accept most of the 

books and other items that have been donated  unsolicited.  Please contact the     

synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items.  If we can use the items, we 

will  welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we just have no room for the 

items you want to donate, please consider another worthy cause for your donation. 

  Odds & Ends 

Or Shalom has received $257 in donation from AmazonSmile  
So far in 2022. 
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Or Shalom Donation Form 
I would like to help support Or Shalom.  I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount 
payable to Or Shalom.  Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312 
          We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations  

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)     
 

        

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)      
 

        

Definition of Funds 
 

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building.  These funds help 
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our     
facility. 
 
2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch, 
etc. 
 

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.   
 
4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget. 
 
5. Hebrew School: Funds are used for the needs of the Religious School.  Examples: Bulletin 
boards, books and school supplies, etc. 

 
6. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose.  Donations to 
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office. 
 
7. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs.  Any questions to 
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net. 
 

8. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The 
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact 
office at 610-644-9086 
 
9. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $360.00. The first would be a permanent 
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary.  The second plaque would be placed during the week of the 
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Additional information will be requested 

when purchasing a plaque. Please contact Ellen Gross at Ellenagross@gmail.com for more            
information. 
 
10. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your  
birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom.  Include a photo if you 
like.  $36 per message.  We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 

your donations. 
 
11.  Siddur Lev Shalem  Visit our web site to learn how to donate.  $50 each or 12 for $500 
 

mailto:Ellenagross@gmail.com
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