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IN THIS ISSUE 

April 10  Game Night 

The Markovitz’s  7pm to 9 
pm 

April 20    Sisterhood  
Shabbat Service @9:30am 

April 23  Pennsylvania 
Primary 2024 

April 23  9am Services 

April 23  6pm  Seder  

April 28   Passover    

Pizza Family Dinner 5pm 

April 30  9 am Services 

 

May 10  Office Closed 

 

May 27   Office Closed 

 

May 28  Office opens @ 
noon 
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Horizons is published monthly. Materi-
al submitted for publication may be 
edited for style, length and content.    
 
Please contact the office to report 
any errors or omissions.  Thank you. 
 
Editor: Lauren Porter 
Congregation Or Shalom 
835 Darby-Paoli Road 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
Phone: 610-644-9086 
www.OrShalom.com 
E-mail: office@orshalom.com 
 

Congregation Or Shalom 
Executive Committee 

 
President: Andrew Levin 
Vice President: Betsy Cohen 
Treasurer: Alan Daroff  
Secretary:  
Membership: Betsy Cohen 
Events/Fundraising:  
IPP:  
 

Auxiliary & Community Groups 
 

Sisterhood: Mindy Bernstein 
Men’s Club: Scott Markovitz 
Social Action: Gina Arlen 
Education Chair:   

Ritual Committee:  David Keet 
 

Advertising rates 
Advertising contracts are arranged 
through the Temple office. All adver-
tising is due the first of the month for 
next month’s edition of Horizons. We 
accept ads with a check made out to 
Congregation Or Shalom and the ad 
copy sent at the same time. 
 
 
Size 11 issues  Per issue 
Full Page $1000 $110 
1/2 page  $750  $80 
1/4 page  $500  $60 
1/8 page  $250  $35 
 
 
 

To put your announcement in next week’s,  
please contact the office via email or phone 
with your message, photo, and $36 per  

announcement.  We also now accept payment 
by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 
your donations. 

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in 
Chester County, Montgomery County 

and Delaware County? 

Celebrate with Or Shalom 

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances 
who live in Chester County, Montgomery  
County and Delaware County who are not  
already members of a synagogue? If you do, 
why not invite them to one of the upcoming 
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good 
time and decide to come back. They may have 
such a good time that they decide to become  
members themselves. According to a recent  
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are 
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester  
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t 
know who they are. You can help. 
 
Todah rabah! 

Amazon has cancelled the SMILE program so we no long-
er benefit from this.  If you are an Amazon customer, 
please let them know how you feel! 

We now accept payment by Venmo 

@Congregation-OrShalom  
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The President’s Column 

 
Prayers for the most valued and respected  

mother-in-law 

As always … the content of this article is based on my thoughts and not those of the Or Shalom (Board, 
Rabbi, and Congregation) 
 
I would like to start this article by letting you all know how blessed I am to have had such a wonderful 
mother-in-law.  Unfortunately, my mother-in-law Elcira Maduro passed away last month.   If she was 
not Jewish they would have made her a saint just for the fact that she put up with me.  Such a caring and 
level headed soul.   Her English was about as good as my Spanish, but we never had a problem com-
municating.  She was an amazing person to talk with and she would tell it like she saw it.  She would 
tell you when you were doing something well and she would tell you when you were messing up.  In 
my case it was mostly the later.  Looking back, the thing I find interesting is that when she corrected 
me.  I had such respect for her that I would think about it deeply and internalize her suggestions.  I can-
not think of any time I did not end up agreeing with her and trying to change my behavior in the future.  
Rita, Lisa, and my children were fortunate to have somebody in their life that cared so much for their 
well-being.  I will miss her dearly, but I will always keep a special place in my heart for her.  I know 
she will be joining Rita in the world after and they will be talking about the littlest things for hours and 
keeping an eye on us and watching the kids grow into adults.  In the past month I am pretty sure I have 
heard her complaining to her mother how I am messing up raising the kids. 
 
Spring is here, the days are getting longer, and out door old man lacrosse session is starting up again.  
Spring may be my favorite time of the year.  Time to put the snow blower away and bring out the lawn 
mower.  We just finished another year of Maple Syrup Sugaring.  We collected about 60 gallons of sap 
and made just over 1 gallon of syrup.  It is a fun day with friends and I hope to be doing it with my 
grandchildren someday.  G-d willing and my kids not disappointing me. 
 
Big things are happening at Or Shalom.  Somethings I can discuss and somethings you will just have to 
come to shul and find out.  The good news is that they are all positive.  This year is the 50th Anniversary 
of Or Shalom.  I know I can count on all of you to support the shul and the celebration activities.   
 
I would like to include a special thank you to Betsy Cohen.   Betsy has not only been a wonderful Vice 
President, but she has been a continuous supporter of Or Shalom is no many areas.  It is congregants 
like Betsy that keep Or Shalom relevant and alive.  I cannot thank Betsy enough, but I hope this para-
graph sends the message that I appreciate her.  I look forward to her call ever month and hearing her 
cheerful voice.  Yes, I talk with her more often than once a month, but she still calls me like all the oth-
er congregants once a month just to make sure I am ok and to see if I need anything from the shul.  
Betsy is a special person and I hope you take a couple minutes out of your day to talk to Betsy when she 
calls. 
 
I hope to see you in shul and I hope you enjoy the longer days and warmer weather.  
 
In G-d we trust, 
Andy 
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Rabbi’s Reflections 
 

I love Pesach. While it is probably the most stressful time of the year (yes, I argue even more 
stressful than the High Holidays) it is also a holiday I anticipate all year. I’ve come to under-
stand that my love of Pesach is tied to the minute preparations that people take for these mere 
8 days. Jews who are normally not observant at all, because of their emotional ties and posi-
tive memories of Pesach, take so much care in cleaning, buying, preparing for and living dur-
ing Pesach. This is a beautiful thing to see, so many thinking so deeply about their Judaism 
and Jewish practice. Reflecting on how they were raised or experiences that shaped their 
Passover memories and attempting to incorporate that into their lives today. The focus on fami-
ly and community is inspiring and lovely to witness. And when the evening of the first seder 
comes along, I can’t help but think of all of the millions of people sitting down to share the se-
der, going through roughly the same order, drinking 4 glasses of wine or grape juice beaming 
when the youngest sings Mah Nishtana. Back in 2016 the Pew Research Center found that 
almost 70% of people who identify as Jewish participated in a Passover Seder in the US (that’s 
more than double in percentage than any other Jewish ritual or practice).  
 

Many folks are very strict when it comes to Passover preparations whether it be cleaning, pur-
chasing or preparing food. I believe people are so attached to Pesach for a number of 
reasons: 

• The memories associated with the holiday. So many of us have sweet memories of 
joining with friends and family around the seder table. We jokingly complain about how long 
the seder ran or the arguments that broke out over how “to do” the seder but almost all 
share these memories lovingly and fondly. People have memories of cooking with their 
grandparents and continuing their memories through recipes passed down through the 
family. Families have traditions that date back decades which they continue to prioritize 
every year to stay connected. 

 

• The holiday promotes a proud Jewish identity based on overcoming injustice and focus-
es on the imperative of carrying on this identity to the next generation. The constant trope 
of imagining as if you were a slave in the land of Egypt freed through the Exodus ties peo-
ple to a central Jewish identity based on a concrete universal narrative. Almost everyone 
wants good to prevail over evil, justice to overcome injustice, freedom for those oppressed. 

 

• While there are many other reasons people are so attached to Pesach I think the num-
ber one reason it resonates so deeply with people is because of the ritual aspect of the hol-
iday. The very effort of preparing an elaborate meal roughly based on menus held on to for 
decades, reaching out to family and friends to reconnect and invite to seder, and then sit-
ting down for a significant amount of time retelling a triumphant story of courage, faith, and 
joy is a uniting experience. 

 
I wish you a joyous and free Passover, united with friends and family through the wonderful 
Jewish ritual of the seder. 
 
Chag Pesach Sameach,   
 
 Rabbi Kami 
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April  YAHRZEITS 

April 9, Nissan 1, 5784 

Susan Elizabeth Gross, sister of Ellen Gross 

 

April 10, Nissan 2, 5784 

Joseph Cohen, father of Jay Cohen 

Dorothy Soloway, mother of Howard Soloway 

 

April 11, Nissan 3, 5784 

Murray Slavin, father of Sue Goldberg 

 

April 13, Nissan 5, 5784 

Constance Cohen, mother of Natalie Zipkin 

Rita Levin, wife of Andy Levin 

Edith Perzley, mother of Richard Tregerman 

 

April 16, Nissan 8, 5784 

Tibor Klein, father of Samantha Klein 

 

April 17, Nissan 9, 5784 

Gerry Allon, mother of David Allon 

 

April 18, Nissan 10, 5784 

Tema Satlow, mother of Jerry Satlow 

 

April 21, Nissan 13, 5784 

Ann Liss Erlich, mother of Michelle Cohen 

Ida Goldberg, mother of Ben Goldberg 

Irving Hyams, father of Warren Hyams 

 

April 23, Nissan 15, 5784 

Harold Stern, uncle to Joel Stern 

 

April 24, Nissan 16, 5784 

Bernice Weinstein, mother to Vivian Morrow 

 

April 25, Nissan 17, 5784 

Albert Krant, brother of Bernard Krant 

 

April 26, Nissan 18, 5784 

Norman Woliner, uncle to David Walker 

 

April 29, Nissan 21, 5784 

Helen Greenberg, mother to Don Strumpf 

Esther Rosalie Keet, mother to David Keet 

Aaron Stern, father to Joel Stern 

 

April 30, Nissan 22, 5784 

Sylvia Zipkin, mother to Jay Zipkin 
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Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following  

generous contributions in the month of  February 2024 
 

Contributions 

Hebrew School Tuition 
 Allon & Annelise Bloch: School Revenue 
 
Yahrzeit Donations 
 Miriam Leshem: Memory of Hans Jacobsohn 
 Kenneth & Debbie Paul: Memory of Samuel R. Paul 
 
Siddurim 
 Brenda Belkin & Lawrence Rosen: Siddur Lev Shalem 
 
General Fund 
 Rabbi Alan J. Iser & Sharon Liebhaber: Memory of Nell Stern 
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DELEGATION OF POWER 
FOR SALE OF CHAMETZ 

 
I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit 

Rabbi Kami Knapp Schechter to act in my place and stead, 
and on my behalf to sell all Chametz possessed by me, 
knowingly or unknowingly as defined by the Torah and 
Rabbinic Law (e.g. Chametz, possible Chametz, and all 

kinds of Chametz mixtures). 
 

Also Chametz that tends to harden and adhere to inside 
surfaces of pans, pots, or cooking utensils, the 

utensils themselves, and all kinds of live animals 
and pets that have been eating Chametz and mixtures 

thereof. 
 

Rabbi Kami Knapp Schechter is also empowered to lease all 
places wherein the Chametz owned by me may be found, 

particularly at the address/es listed below, and 
elsewhere. 

 
Rabbi Kami Knapp Schechter has full right to appoint any 

agent or substitute in her stead and said substitute 
shall have full right to sell and lease as provided 

herein. 
 

Rabbi Kami Knapp Schechter also has the full power and 
right to act as she deems fit and proper in accordance 

with all the details of the Bill of Sale used in the 
transaction to sell all my Chametz, Chametz mixtures, 

etc., as provided herein. 
 

This power is in conformity with all Torah, Rabbinic 
and Civil laws. 

 
 

Signed: ______________________________________________ 
 

Date: ______________ 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 
 

Address/es: __________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

City/ State/ Zip Country: ____________________________ 
 
 

send to:  Or Shalom office  
Deadline is April 17th 
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5784/2024 

Passover Services 

 
Monday, April 22nd (Erev Pesach) 

First seder (private/on own) 
No Services 

 
 

Tuesday, April 23rd (First morning of Passover) 
9:00 am 

We will reach Shochen Ad by 9:30 am 
 

Hybrid & Zoom: 
Join Zoom Meeting 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87828618949?

pwd=akRSa3F0Mld0QndWQmpPektqUHBUQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 878 2861 8949 
Passcode: 016835 

 
***** 

Seder evening of April 23rd @6 pm 
 

         ***** 
 

Wednesday, April 24
th

 (Second morning of Passover) 
 

 9:30am @ Congregation B’nai Jacob 
 

We again decided that in 5784 (secular 2024) Congregation Or Shalom will 
not hold morning services on the second and seventh mornings of  

Passover.  
 

Congregation B’nai Jacob  
(Starr and Manavon Streets, Phoenixville, PA 19460) 

 has invited us to join them for their services. 
 

 You must attend in person to count toward the minyan.  
 

Those who cannot attend in person may watch the livestream through their  
website: https://www.congbj.org/ 

 
 

https://www.congbj.org/
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Monday, April 29th (Seventh morning of Passover) 
 

 9:30am @ Congregation B’nai Jacob 
 

Congregation B’nai Jacob  
(Starr and Manavon Streets, Phoenixville, PA 19460) 

 has invited us to join them for their services. 
 

 You must attend in person to count toward the minyan.  
 

Those who cannot attend in person may watch the livestream through 
their website: https://www.congbj.org/ 

 
 

******* 
 

Tuesday, April 30th (8th morning of Passover)  
9:00 am with Yizkor 

      We will reach Shochen Ad by 9:30 am  
Hybrid & Zoom:     

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87828618949?
pwd=akRSa3F0Mld0QndWQmpPektqUHBUQT09 

 
Meeting ID: 878 2861 8949 

Passcode: 016835 
 
 

 
 

https://www.congbj.org/
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Ritual committee 

Welcome Cantor Stephen Freedman 

 
Welcome to Or Shalom, Cantor Stephen and Randi Freedman!  
 
As you probably know by now, Cantor Freedman will be the next spritual leader of Or Shalom. 
Based on the results of the survey that was held on March 25-26, we invited him to join us 
and he very happily accepted. If you completed the survey, you are probably one of those that 
liked him a lot and wanted him to join Or Shalom. A few did not, but more about that in a  
moment. 
 
Rabbi Kami will stay with us until the end of April or May, and then Cantor Freeman start on 
July 15.  
 
Cantor Freeman has a beautiful singing voice and a very friendly demeanor. He is also very 
flexible and easy to work with. I think that we are starting a long and important relationship 
that will be mutually rewarding. 
 
While we are used to having a rabbi as our spiritual leader, we (the Board of Directors and the 
Search Committee) believe that he is very knowledgeable in the ways of Judaism and the 
ways of community and therefore will ably fill the role for which we have chosen him. It will 
also be nice to have a ‘rebbetzin” who is active in our synagogue. 
 
According to the survey, there were a couple of people that did not think that Cantor Freed-
man was a good choice for Or Shalom. We would have loved for everyone to love him, but 
that doesn’t happen, usually. But know that the Search Committee recommended him unani-
mously and the Board of Directors decided to hire him unanimously, and this after long de-
bates. 
 
However you feel, you must remember that a relationship is not a one-way street. Cantor 
Freedman, even if he is the best cantor in the world, can’t be successful without significant 
help from the congregation. So, if you are one of the many that want Or Shalom to grow and 
flourish, please be prepared to help. How can you help? Some answers: 
 
• Make and effort to be kind and friendly to the cantor and his wife. 
• If you don’t like something, talk to the president of Or Shalom or to me, before you bring it 

up with the Cantor. 
• Attend services, so that he is not chanting to an empty sanctuary. 
• Pay you dues (and offer more), so that we can pay his salary. 
• Volunteer to help in the kitchen and in the garden. (Yes men, spring is coming soon.) 
• Attend social events (e.g. those organized by the men’s club or sisterhood) 

 
Let’s all wish ourselves MAZAL and NACHES with our new cantor!! 
 

David Keet, for the Ritual Committee 
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Adult Ed Second Semester: 2024 

 
Mondays: 12-1pm 

 
4/1 
4/15 

                      5/6 instead of 4/29 
5/13 

 
 

Understanding Torah through the teachings of  
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks z”l 

. 
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Social action news 
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sisterhood news 

Thanks to all those who helped prepare the oneg and kiddush in March, and those 
who helped with the Mishloach Manot bags.  Your time and effort is truly appreci-
ated.  The lunch was wonderful, and I was lucky enough to have an ufruf that day 
for my daughter, Shaina, and her fiancé Jonathon.  I thought Cantor Freedman did 
a wonderful job and we really enjoyed the service, the lunch, and seeing so many 
of you at shul. 
 
The Markovitz’s are kind enough to host Game Night on April 10 from 7-9 at 
their home in Chesterbrook.  Please rsvp to the office to get the address. 
 
If you haven’t signed up for the  annual Sisterhood Shabbat on April 20, please do 
it now!  We would love for you to attend in person if possible.  Check your email 
for more information and a link to sign up to participate in the service. We would 
love for all women participate and we need helpers to prepare/clean up after the 
lunch. 
 
Thank you, and don’t forget to let me know if you can host a Game Night in May! 
 
Mindy Bernstein, 
Sisterhood President 
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sisterhood Calendar of events 

 
 
 
April 10 Game Night  The Markovitz’s  home in Chesterbrook    7pm to 9pm 
 
April 20 Saturday Sisterhood Shabbat Service 
 
April 28 Sunday, 5 PM Passover Pizza Family Dinner in Social Hall   
 
May 16 Thursday, 6 PM Closing Dinner 

Get ready for Sisterhood Shabbat – April 20th 9:30 am! 
 
Everyone is welcome! 
 
Sign up to lead a prayer, reading, or song at the following link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4EADA62DAAF58-48239064-
sisterhood 
 
If you need any assistance, please contact Brenda Belkin or Betsy Cohen. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4EADA62DAAF58-48239064-sisterhood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4EADA62DAAF58-48239064-sisterhood
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Donations 
We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the       

synagogue.  Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to  accept most of 

the books and other items that have been donated  unsolicited.  Please      

contact the synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can 

use the items, we will  welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we 

just have no room for the items you want to donate, please consider another 

worthy cause for your donation. 

   

 Odds & Ends 

 

The Conservative Movement just issued their guide for Passover: https://
www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Pesah-Guide-5784.pdf 
  

Anyone who wants further guidance on the halacha/ Jewish law of Passover. 

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Pesah-Guide-5784.pdf
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Pesah-Guide-5784.pdf
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Or Shalom Donation Form 
I would like to help support Or Shalom.  I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount 
payable to Or Shalom.  Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312 
          We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations  

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)     
 

        

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)      
 

        

Definition of Funds 
 

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building.  These funds help 
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our     
facility. 
 
2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch, 
etc. 
 

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.   
 
4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget. 
 
5. Hebrew School: Funds are used for the needs of the Religious School.  Examples: Bulletin 
boards, books and school supplies, etc. 

 
6. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose.  Donations to 
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office. 
 
7. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs.  Any questions to 
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net. 
 

8. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The 
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact 
office at 610-644-9086 
 
9. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $360.00. The first would be a permanent 
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary.  The second plaque would be placed during the week of the 
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Additional information will be requested 

when purchasing a plaque. Please contact Ellen Gross at Ellenagross@gmail.com for more            
information. 
 
10. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your  
birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom.  Include a photo if you 
like.  $36 per message.  We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 

your donations. 
 
11.  Siddur Lev Shalem  Visit our web site to learn how to donate.  $50 each or 12 for $500 
 

mailto:Ellenagross@gmail.com
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