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IN THIS ISSUE 

May 3  Special Kiddush for 
Rabbi Kami 

May 10  Office Closed 

 

May 12  Mother’s Day 

 

May 19  Men’s Club 
Brunch @ 10 am 

 

May 27   Office Closed 

 

May 28  Office opens @ 
noon 

 

June 9  10 am    Annual 
Congregation Meeting 

 

June 11  Shavuot 

 

June 16  Father’s Day 

 

June 30  Men’s Club 
Brunch @ 10 am 

 

 

 

Men’s Club Brunch 
May 19th at 10 am 
“The Aging 
Eye” 
Jay Katz 
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Horizons is published monthly. Materi-
al submitted for publication may be 
edited for style, length and content.    
 
Please contact the office to report 
any errors or omissions.  Thank you. 
 
Editor: Lauren Porter 
Congregation Or Shalom 
835 Darby-Paoli Road 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
Phone: 610-644-9086 
www.OrShalom.com 
E-mail: office@orshalom.com 
 

Congregation Or Shalom 
Executive Committee 

 
President: Andrew Levin 
Vice President: Betsy Cohen 
Treasurer: Alan Daroff  
Secretary:  
Membership: Betsy Cohen 
Events/Fundraising:  
IPP:  
 

Auxiliary & Community Groups 
 

Sisterhood: Mindy Bernstein 
Men’s Club: Scott Markovitz 
Social Action: Gina Arlen 
Education Chair:   

Ritual Committee:  David Keet 
 

Advertising rates 
Advertising contracts are arranged 
through the Temple office. All adver-
tising is due the first of the month for 
next month’s edition of Horizons. We 
accept ads with a check made out to 
Congregation Or Shalom and the ad 
copy sent at the same time. 
 
 
Size 11 issues  Per issue 
Full Page $1000 $110 
1/2 page  $750  $80 
1/4 page  $500  $60 
1/8 page  $250  $35 
 
 
 

To put your announcement in next week’s,  
please contact the office via email or phone 
with your message, photo, and $36 per  

announcement.  We also now accept payment 
by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 
your donations. 

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in 
Chester County, Montgomery County 

and Delaware County? 

Celebrate with Or Shalom 

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances 
who live in Chester County, Montgomery  
County and Delaware County who are not  
already members of a synagogue? If you do, 
why not invite them to one of the upcoming 
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good 
time and decide to come back. They may have 
such a good time that they decide to become  
members themselves. According to a recent  
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are 
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester  
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t 
know who they are. You can help. 
 
Todah rabah! 

Amazon has cancelled the SMILE program so we no long-
er benefit from this.  If you are an Amazon customer, 
please let them know how you feel! 

We now accept payment by Venmo 

@Congregation-OrShalom  
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The President’s Column 

 
Thank you for this opportunity  

As always … the content of this article is based on my thoughts and not those of the Or Shalom 
(Board, Rabbi, and Congregation) 
 
I would like to thank you all for the trust you bestowed upon me in allowing me the opportuni-
ty to serve as your President for the last 40 years.  Ok, I realize it has not been 40 years, but it 
sure seems longer than our ancestors wandered in the desert.   Talking about wondering … In 
no way was my presidency a straight path.  We all worked together through good times and 
difficult times.  We supported each other though broken heaters and new security systems. We 
as a community celebrated life events from births to passings.  I am proud and humbled by the 
opportunity and support you provided … Thank you!  
 

The annual Or Shalom Congregation Meeting is scheduled on 9-Jun-24 @ 10:00am.   I expect 
you will read this this article and immediately block out your calendar.  Right after blocking 
out your calendar, you will call three members and remind them about the meeting.  You will 
also let them know that you expect them to call three members.  This is not only an important 
business meeting, but it is an avenue for the board to share information and elicit feedback 
from the congregation.  I hope you will consider running for a position and support the shul in 
the coming year.  We need everybody’s support and participation to provide the greatest value 
to the community.   
 
One question I have been asking myself since 7-Oct is “Can Or Shalom be doing more to sup-
port Israel?”.  Of course, the answer is yes, but what can we do to help?  What are you willing 
to lead and drive with the help of the Or Shalom community?  I hope you give this question 
some thought and hopefully we can have a meaning dialog about options at the annual meeting.  
I encourage you to bring suggestions and options, but be prepared to be a leader and helper in 
implementing the solution. 
 
While I have your attention.  Please let me know if you know anybody who has extra plots, 
they would consider selling at Haym Salomon Memorial Park (Preferably top left section).  My 
great grandparents are there, my grandparents are there, Rita is there and I plan to be there 
someday.  I would also like my kids to have the opportunity to be there.  It will be much easier 
for me to nag them for eternity.   
 
I look forward to seeing y’all at the Congregation Meeting in June.  
 
In G-d we trust, 
Andy 



 

HORIZONS                                                   4      May 2024        Nissan, 5784 — Iyar, 5784 

Rabbi’s Reflections 
 

 

In Jewish tradition we have a custom of reciting a specific prayer when finishing a   
section of study. This prayer, called Hadran Alakh, in the ancient tongue of Aramaic, 
speaks to our commitment to return to our texts; that our goodbye is never final but 
merely an “I will return to you soon.”  

What relevance does this ritual/prayer have for us today? In today’s society saying 
goodbye is frequently avoided; people feel uncomfortable with the feelings associated 
with goodbyes or we become too busy to take the time to properly say goodbye. But 
what are we missing when we neglect to say a proper goodbye? There is immense 
healing, closure, and peace in giving our energy to saying goodbye. 

The original text of the Hadran Alakh prayer is: 

י מִינָךְ מַסֶּ  כֶּת _____ וְדַעְתָךְ עֲלָן. לָא נִתֽנַשֵׁ כֶּת _____ וְהֲדַרַך עֲלָן, דַעְתָן עֲלָךְ מַסֶּ ת _____ וְלאֹ תִתֽנַשִי כֶּ הֲדַרַן עַלָךְ מַסֶּ
י תֵׁ ין וְלאֹ בְעָלְמָא דְאַָ  מִינַן, לָא בְעָלְמָא הָדֵׁ

Hadran alakh Masekhet _____ ve-hadrakh alan da'atan alakh Masekhet _____ ve-
da'atekh alan lo nitnashi minekh Masekhet _____ ve-lo titnashi minan lo be-alma ha-
din ve-lo be-alma deati 

We will return to you, Tractate ____ [fill in the name of the tractate], and you will return 
to us; our mind is on you, Tractate ____, and your mind is on us; we will not forget you, 
Tractate ____, and you will not forget us – not in this world and not in the next world. 
(Hebrew text and translation from Sefaria). 

I have revised the traditional Hadran Alakh prayer in order to use it to say goodbye to 
sacred people and times in our lives. The term “sacred texts” used in this iteration of 
the prayer is a metaphor for the people and events that have shaped our lives: 

I see before me faces of sacred texts. Sacred texts that I cherish and love. Sacred 
texts that are separate from myself, yet have become part of who I am. I see sacred 
texts that hold holiness in their words and their beings. Sacred texts that embody our 
Jewish tradition and our wisdom. Holding closely the memory of seeing the sacred 
texts within your faces. 

Continued Next Page 

https://www.sefaria.org/Hadran.1?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
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Rabbi’s Reflections 
Page 2 

 מינן לא בעלמא הדין ולא בעלמא דאתי 

Hadran alaykhu kitvey hakodesh ve-hadartihu alan da'atan alaykhu kitvey hakodesh ve
-da'atkhon alan lo nitnashei minekhon kitvey hakodesh ve-lo titnashu minan lo be-alma 
ha-din ve-lo be-alma deati 

We will return to you, holy, sacred texts before me, and you will return to us; our mind 
is on you, holy texts, and your mind is on us; we will not forget you, sacred beings, and 
you will not forget us—not in this world and not in the world to come. 

By reciting the Hadran Alakh when we say goodbye to people and important times in 
our lives we stress that goodbye is never forever but merely a “for right now.” It also 
stresses the act of remembering each other while not in one other’s company. We may 
not see someone physically for years but their memory and memories associated with 
them remain with us and return to us often. This prayer not only expresses an interest 
in seeing a text or person again but a request to be reminded of them often. 

This is my last newsletter article for Or Shalom’s Horizons. I wanted to take this        
opportunity to write a goodbye to the entire congregation but this does not dismiss my 
desire to say goodbye in person and hope we can do so over the next few weeks. I 
hope you’ll join us on Friday, May 3rd for services and use it as a time to be with one 
another and say goodbye to this chapter of my life and this particular part of Or 
Shalom’s history. The Or Shalom community has been here for me and my family 
through really wonderful and joyous moments as well as extremely challenging and 
sad times, for that I am forever thankful. As the Hadran Alakh prayer emphasizes, this 
goodbye is not forever, I hope very dearly that it is only a goodbye for right now. 

B’shalom,  

 
Rabbi Kami 
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may  YAHRZEITS 

May 3, Nissan 25, 5784 

Beatrice Korensky, aunt  of BettyAnn Monash 

 

May 4, Nissan 26, 5784 

Mitchell Reiner, father-in-law of Melissa 
Schneider & Robert Reiner 

 

May 6, Nissan 28, 5784 

Sylvia Millrood, former member 
Morris Shwartzman, grandfather of Ellen 
Gross 

Alvin Strumpf, father of Don Strumpf 

 

May 10, Iyar 2, 5784 

George Bernstein, father of James Bernstein 

 

May 11, Iyar 3, 5784 

Benjamin Leitner, father of Donald Leitner 

Pauline Pass, aunt of Harriet Krant 

 

May 12, Iyar 4, 5784 

Joseph Meyer, father of Steven Meyer 

 

May 13, Iyar 5, 5784 

Ruth Cohen, mother of Jay Cohen 

 

May 14, Iyar 6, 5784 

Michael Furman, cousin of Brett Furman 

 

May 15, Iyar 7, 5784 

Sandy Milberg, mother of Helaine Leibowitz 

 

May 20, Iyar 12, 5784 

Jerry Kaufman, uncle of Fred Leibowitz 

 

May 21, Iyar 13, 5784 

Sarah Korensky, grandmother of BettyAnn 

May 22, Iyar 14, 5784 

Lora Gross, mother of Ellen Gross 

 

May 26, Iyar 18, 5784 

Frank Wolf, grandfather of Julie  
Miller 

 

May 27, Iyar 19, 5784 

Miriam Isaacs, mother of Zora     
Natanblut 

 

May 29, Iyar 21, 5784 

Ellen G. Barkhouse, mother of    
Susan Daroff 

Maxwell A. Daroff, father of Alan 
Daroff 

Arthur Isaacs, father of Zora        
Natanblut 

Bernard Millrood, former member 

 

May 30, Iyar 22, 5784 

Martin Katz, father of Jay Katz 

Gerda Peretz Sachs, cousin of    
Miriam Leshem 

Hanush Yoachim Sachs, cousin of 
Miriam Leshem 

 

May 31, Iyar 23, 5784 

Irving B Herman, father of Holly 
Herman 
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Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following  

generous contributions in the month of  March 2024 
 

Contributions 

Passover Seder 
 Gina Arlen: Seder 2024 
 Jay & Betsy Cohen: Seder 2024 
 Howard & Jennifer Lurie: Seder 2024 
 Howard Soloway: Seder 2024 
 Samuel Weinstein: Seder 2024 
 
Cards and Miscellaneous Contributions 
 Vivian & Barry Morrow: Memory of Dorothy (Liz Hyam's mother) 
 
Yahrzeit Donations 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: Memory of Audrey Broder & Barbara Behr 
 Ben & Susan Goldberg: Memory of Gilda Altscherler, cousin of Susan 
 Ben & Susan Goldberg: Memory of Ida Goldberg & Murray Slavin 
 Donald Leitner & Michelle Cohen: Memory of Ann Erlich 
 Andrew Levin: In loving memory of Rita Levin 
 Scott & Mindy Markovitz: Memory of Dorothy Bodner Harris 
 Richard & Sheryl Tregerman: Memory of Edith Perzley 
 Beth Zatuchni & Gerald Satlow: Memory of Tema and Hy Satlow 
 
General Fund 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: Honor of Cantor Freedman & Shaina & Jonathon's ufruf 
 Scott & Susan Greenberg: Survey 2024 
 Harris & Renee Hayman: Survey 
 Janet Hurwitz: Survey Donation 
 Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: Extra contribution 
 Miriam Leshem: Aufruf, Shaina and Jonathan 
 Howard & Jennifer Lurie: Survey 
 Don & Dede Strumpf: Survey 
 Susan Wachter: Survey 
 Samuel Weinstein: General Donation 
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Shabbat Honoring Rabbi Kami -  

Shabbat Evening Services Friday, May 3 
 

Join us in person, if possible, on Friday Evening, May 3rd,  
for a special Kiddush to honor Rabbi Kami Knapp Schechter,  

who has been our spiritual leader for the past 5 years. 
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Men's Club Speaker Brunches (Lox n" Talks)  
  

 Each event starts at 10AM, costs $15 per person,  
and includes a nice bagel and lox brunch. 

 
All are invited.   

  
 

May 19th: Jay Katz: Our member and a highly respected ophthalmologist, will 
speak about "The Aging Eye" 

 
Please RSVP  by May 15th to office  

 

******** 

 
 

June 30th: Martin Bodek, 
a freelance writer on Jewish interest topics for three decades, 

his work has been published in many magazines and newspapers.   
  

Martin will be discussing Zaidy's War, 
the memoir of his grandfather’s unreal WWII experience 

where he served in the armies of four different countries. 
https://martinbodekbooks.com/ 

 
All are invited.  

Please RSVP by June 26th to office  
 

Men’s club 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/f606be98cc/7dccf846d1/c6c12e19d3
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Our member Julie Miller 
is a Participating Artist 
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Congregation Or Shalom Annual Meeting 
June 9, 2024 10:00 AM  
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Social action news 
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April game night 
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sisterhood news 

Many thanks to all who attended, participated, planned and organized the  
Sisterhood Shabbat in April.  Many were involved, but a special thanks to  
organizers Brenda and Betsy, Torah chanter Laurie, haftorah chanter Janet, d’var 
torah - Betsy, and Joel and Brenda for filling in as needed.  I was busy getting 
ready for Shaina’s wedding the weeks before so I was not involved until the day 
before (helping with others set up the food Julie ordered and picked up) and you 
all did an amazing job. 
 
It’s almost time for our closing dinner.  We will have a pot luck on Thursday,  
May 16.  Would you like to host it?  
 
I’m also looking for a host for a Game Night in May.  Please let me know if you 
willing to host and what day is best for you. 
 
If you have a book to recommend for our summer book club that has a Jewish 
theme, let me know. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mindy Bernstein, 
Sisterhood President 
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Events around town 

A few events coming up from the Israeli American Council: 

May community events: "From Holocaust to Revival": 

 

Yom HaZikaron laShoah ve-laG'vurah May 5th- NEVER AGAIN IS NOW! 

Continued Next Page 
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Yom HaZikaron May 12th- Registration is required: https://iac360.org/iac-events/yhzpa/ 

Continued Next Page 

https://iac360.org/iac-events/yhzpa/
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Yom HaAtzmaut May 19th- A community event to support Israel. 
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Donations 
We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the       

synagogue.  Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to  accept most of 

the books and other items that have been donated  unsolicited.  Please      

contact the synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can 

use the items, we will  welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we 

just have no room for the items you want to donate, please consider another 

worthy cause for your donation. 

   

 Odds & Ends 
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Or Shalom Donation Form 
I would like to help support Or Shalom.  I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount 
payable to Or Shalom.  Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312 
          We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations  

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)     
 

        

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)      
 

        

Definition of Funds 
 

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building.  These funds help 
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our     
facility. 
 
2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch, 
etc. 
 

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.   
 
4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget. 
 
5. Hebrew School: Funds are used for the needs of the Religious School.  Examples: Bulletin 
boards, books and school supplies, etc. 

 
6. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose.  Donations to 
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office. 
 
7. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs.  Any questions to 
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net. 
 

8. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The 
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact 
office at 610-644-9086 
 
9. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $360.00. The first would be a permanent 
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary.  The second plaque would be placed during the week of the 
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Additional information will be requested 

when purchasing a plaque. Please contact Ellen Gross at Ellenagross@gmail.com for more            
information. 
 
10. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your  
birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom.  Include a photo if you 
like.  $36 per message.  We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 

your donations. 
 
11.  Siddur Lev Shalem  Visit our web site to learn how to donate.  $50 each or 12 for $500 
 

mailto:Ellenagross@gmail.com
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advertisements 
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