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Horizons is published monthly.
Material submitted for publica-
tion may be edited for style,
length and content.

Please contact the office to re-
port any errors or omissions.
Thank you.

Editor: Lauren Porter
Congregation Or Shalom

835 Darby-Paoli Road
Berwyn, PA 19312

Phone: 610-644-9086
www.OrShalom.com

E-mail: office@orshalom.com

Congregation Or Shalom
Executive Committee

President: Betsy Cohen
Vice President: Brenda Belkin
Treasurer: Alan Daroff
Secretary: Susan Goldberg
Membership: Betsy Cohen

Auxiliary & Community

Groups

Chaverim (Formerly Men’s Club
and Sisterhood) Andy Levin,
Scott Markovitz and Mindy
Bernstein
Social Action: Gina Arlen
Ritual Committee: David Keet

Advertising rates
Advertising contracts are ar-
ranged through the Temple of-
fice. All advertising is due the
first of the month for next
month’s edition of Horizons. We
accept ads with a check made out
to Congregation Or Shalom and
the ad copy sent at the same

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in
Chester County, Montgomery County
and Delaware County?

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances
who live in Chester County, Montgomery
County and Delaware County who are not
already members of a synagogue? If you do,
why not invite them to one of the upcoming
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good
time and decide to come back. They may have
such a good time that they decide to become
members themselves. According to a recent
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester
county. We’'d love to contact them, but don’t
know who they are. You can help.

Todah rabah!

WE NOW ACCEPT PAYMENT BY VENMO
@Congregation-OrShalom

time. .
Celebrate with Or Shalom
Size 11 issues Per
1SSue
Full Page ~ $1000 $110 To put your announcement in next week'’s,
1/2 page  $750 $80 please contact the office via email or phone
1/4 page $500 $60 with your message, photo, and $36 per
1/8 page  $250 $35 announcement. We also accept payment by Venmo to
@Congregation-OrShalom for your donations.
Thank you
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The President’s Column

Betsy Cohen

Hello fellow Congregants!

| hope all of you are happy and enjoying the colder weather and possibly even looking forward
to a snowy day. Those who remember my speech on Kol Nidre, | spoke about wanting you to
be happy. When | am happy, | feel strong and confident and want the same for all of you.

We truly have much to be happy about. Last month, the living hostages were released and
sent home to live with their families. Jews worldwide celebrated that momentous event and we
as a people could smile and dance once again.

At Or Shalom we have much to be happy about. This coming Shabbos our Cantor is hosting a
lunch and learn for us and non-Jewish clergy who are interested in learning more about our
service. To date, we expect over 40 people will attend this event. We won’t be dancing and we
will definitely be smiling and eating deli!

Next week is our Thanksgiving Holiday in the U.S. Most of us will spend the time with family
and friends. We will smile, enjoy a delicious meal and maybe even dance a little.

On Sunday December 7th at 10:00 AM, Cantor is hosting a “Grand Chanukah
Celebration” for youngsters. Beth Z will be helping and we are inviting children under the age
of 5. There will be arts and crafts, songs and snacks. Send your grandkids if they are local!

Another happy occasion at Or Shalom is the Hanukah celebration scheduled for the evening
of 12/14/25 starting at 6:00pm. A delicious dinner will be served, bring your menorah so we
can all light candles together. Cost of dinner is $25/person. Please RSVP to the office by
12/8/25.

It's easy to look around and see fun things that make us happy. As we enter the colder days of
winter, | will do my best to see the pretty sunsets, fabulous sunrises and the warmth of the sun
when it shines.

Stay well and be happy.

Betsy
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Spiritual Leader

The Blessings in our Lives

\A a”;».

It's a very normal thing to do: we go about our lives, day to day, in a pattern which may
very well have become rote, never really focusing in on what we’re doing or even why
we're doing it.

There are so many individual components to the make-up of our day. Do we stop long
enough to dissect them and to recognize the blessing contained within each one?

Judaism gives us the mechanism for identifying and expressing thanks for those many
facets which comprise our daily lives. They’re called b’rachot - blessings. And you
know many of them well: kiddush and motzi being the best-known of them. But there
are so many more, some of which are contained in our daily prayers. In a global way,
we thank God for life, for sustenance, for health, for freedom, and so forth.

In fact, our tradition dictates that we recite one hundred b’rachot each day. If you dav-
ven all three daily services, you accumulate ninety-one b’rachot. Getting to one
hundred from there isn’t very difficult.

However, let's be honest: most of you are not going to do that. And maybe the idea of
feeling obligated to recite that many B’rachot just doesn’t resonate with you.

Let me suggest an alternative: how about taking a moment to give thanks, in your own
words, for many of the mundane activities in which you engage? Here are some
suggestions:

« When you brush your teeth, take a moment to give thanks for the benefits of good
oral hygiene.

« When you take your medications, take a moment to give thanks for the science
which has enabled the formulation of medicines which help to manage your condi-
tions.

« When you shower, take a moment to give thanks for an abundant supply of fresh
water, and for your water heater which provides the hot water which makes
showing a pleasant experience.

Continued Next Page
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Spiritual Leader
Page 2

e When you get dressed, take a moment to give thanks that you have a closet full of well-
fitting and good looking clothes.

 When you have breakfast, take a moment to give thanks for the plentiful food with which
you’ve been blessed. (You can even recite ha-motzi before you eat!)

¢ When you sit down to pay your bills, take a moment to give thanks that you have a well-
paying job, or an adequate pension, enabling you to meet your obligations comfortably.

Do you see what I'm getting at here? We take so much for granted, yet how would we feel if all
of a sudden, those “perks” disappeared?

The lesson? There’s no wrong way to give thanks; the only “wrong” would be not to give
thanks at all.
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DECEMBER YAHRZEITS

December 1, Kislev 11, 5786
Samuel Glaser, grandfather of Brett Furman

Michael Katz, brother of Jay Katz

Victor Korensky, grandfather of BettyAnn Monash

December 2, Kislev 12, 5786

Fred Strauss, uncle of Helaine Leibowitz

December 3, Kislev 13, 5786

Morris Miller, father of Harris Miller

December 5, Kislev 15, 5786

Irene Milberg, grandmother of Helaine Leibowitz

December 7, Kislev 17, 5786
Rose Goldman, mother of Dede Strumpf

December 9, Kislev 19, 5786
Ron Leight, brother of Janet Hurwitz

December 15, Kislev 25, 5786
Arnold Walkow, father of Janet Walkow

December 18, Kislev 28, 5786
May Seidenberg, mother of Paula Blaustein

December 22, Tevet 2, 5786
Tobias Goldberg, father of Ben Goldberg
Albert Wright, grandfather of Gina Arlen

December 23, Tevet 3, 5786

Mitchell Ross Gropper, brother of Marla

December 26, Tevet 6, 5786
Simon Markind, father of Dan Markind

December 27, Tevet 7, 5786

Daniel Bernick, former member

December 28, Tevet 8, 5786
Sarah Rosen, mother of Larry Rosen
Martin Stein, father of Mitchell Stein
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following
generous contributions in the month of October 2025

Building Fund
Fred & Helaine Leibowitz: Donation from Leibowitz Family

Yizkor Book
Ben & Susan Goldberg: Yizkor 2025 Book
Fred & Helaine Leibowitz: Yizkor Book 2025
Jeffrey & Linda Mand: Yizkor Book 2025
Nancy & James Margolis: Yizkor Book 2025

Cards and Miscellaneous Contributions
Janet Hurwitz: Thank you to Mindy & Jim Bernstein

Yahrzeit Donations
Ben & Susan Goldberg: In memory of Joyce Flaxman
Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: In Memory of Jerome Kornreich
Samantha Klein: In memory of Helen Klein
Fred & Helaine Leibowitz: Various Yahrzeits throughout the year
Marjorie Leonard: In memory of Sidney Aronoff, father-in-law Newman Leonard
Howard & Jennifer Lurie: In memory of Sarah Lurie
BettyAnn Monash: In memory of Eileen Monash

High Holidays
Gina Arlen: High Holidays 2025
Jay & Betsy Cohen: High Holidays 2025
Robert & Michelle Cohen: Memory of Bill and Joan Cohen
Stephen & Randi Freedman: High Holidays 2025
Lynn Gefsky: High Holidays 2025
Janet Hurwitz: High Holidays 2025
David & Caryl Keet: High Holidays 2025
Ruth P. Lazarus: High Holidays 2025
Fred & Helaine Leibowitz: High Holidays 2025
Eric & Elise Leonard: High Holidays 2025 in honor of Margie Leonard
Andrew Levin: High Holiday 2025
Stuart & Heidi Lurie: High Holidays 2025
Harris & Julie Miller: High Holidays 2025
Vivian & Barry Morrow: High Holidays 2025
Roslyn Nadler: High Holidays 2025
Kenneth & Debbie Paul: High Holidays 2025
Deverah Routman: High Holidays 2025
Stephen & Susan Sacks: High Holidays 2025
Stephen & Susan Sacks: High Holidays 2025
Howard Soloway: High Holidays 2025
Lisa Tredwell: High Holidays 2025
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Wednesdays — 4:00-5:00 pm

“PSALM-THING” TO THINK ABOUT

December 3 Psalm 150 — A Rousing Finish!

Taught By Cantor Stephen Freedman

Email the synagogue office: office@orshalom.com

for Zoom Information
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December 6 Season of Light

December marks observances in many different
faiths and cultures that revolve around light.
We’ll learn about them
and how light is viewed by different communities.

Would you like to sponsor a Lunch and Learn?

$100 for a basic lunch and $180 for an enhanced
lunch.

Call the synagogue office at 610-644-9086 for further
Information.
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SOCIAL ACTION NEWS

B Social Action Makes
-
o You Glow!

Got Toiletries? Drop them off by Saturday, December 31st

Once again, we’re collecting unused travel-sized (or full-sized) toiletries, which will
be donated to the Mitzvah Circle Foundation.

Suggested items:

- Shampoo - Shaving cream - Toothpaste
- Deodorant - Mouthwash - Disposable razors
- Body lotion - Soap - Lip balm

Simply drop them off in the labeled bins before December 31, 2025.

Thank you...

To everyone who contributed to our High Holiday Gift Card Drive. Together, we
helped the folks at the Mitzvah Food Pantry continue their good work. If you haven’t
donated yet, and wish to do so, go to:
https://jewishphilly.org/resources/mitzvah-food-program/

Got Tzedakah? Consider these worthy causes this Hanukkah

Magen David Adom Mitzvah Circle Foundation
https://afmda.org mitzvahcircle.org

American Red Cross Mazon

www.redcross.org https://mazon.org

HIAS Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation (ALSF)
http://www.hias.org www.alexslemonade.org

ADL Community Volunteers in Medicine
https://www.adl.org http://www.cvim.org

Congregation Or Shalom
https://orshalom.com

Or Shalom
7 at Work /

To volunteer, contact
Gina Arlen: 610-225-0262 / migi4@verizon.net
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CHAVERIM NEWS

I’m starting this month’s article on a personal note. I want to let you know how
much my family and I appreciate all the kind words, love and support we received
after the death of my father in November. Or Shalom truly is our family and |
was really touched by the show of care I received. It’s even more meaningful
since we don’t have any relatives who live nearby. Thank you.

Since [ was still in Dallas last week, we postponed the Pilates class until January
11. Please let LP know if you can make it by January 5 because the instructor
needs a headcount. After the class, we will walk next door to the pizza place for
lunch. If you’ve never tried Pilates, the new year is a great time to give it a shot.

The Channukah party is coming up! Please look at the flyer and rsvp by
December 8 so we will know how much food to get. The party is on the first
night of Channukah, so let’s start the holiday together. Bring your hanukkiah and
a White Elephant gift (@$10).

We wish you and your family a happy and bright Chanukkah.

Mindy Bernstein,
Co-President of Or Shalom Chaverim
with Andy Levin and Scott Markovitz
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HAPPY HANUK

Or Shalom Chanukah Dinner and Party

ofp =
ac

Bring your family to celebrate Chanukah at Or Shalom
Sunday, December 14"

6 pm Dinner
Bring your hanukkiah and a White Elephant Gift (@$10)
Dinner is $25 for adults, $8 for kids ages 5 and up

RSVP to the office by December 8th,
so that we will have enough food for everyone who attends.
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CHAVERIM NEWS PAGE 2

Chaverim Calendar of Events

December 14 Sunday 6 pm Chanukah Dinner Party
January 11 Sunday 11:30 Pilates class & lunch at Chesterbrook
January 27 Tuesday 7-9 pm Chaverim Book Club
at Janet Hurwitz home in Paoli
February 1 Sunday 11 am Lunch and Magic Gaden
Philadelphia
February 23 Monday 12:00 Prepare Purim Bags
April tbd Calder Museum, Philadelphia
May 2 Saturday 9:30 Chaverim Shabbat
June 3 Wednesday 6:30 pm  Closing Dinner

HORIZONS December 2025 Kislev 5786 — Tevet, 5786




ODDS & ENDS

Donations

We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the
synagogue. Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to accept most of
the books and other items that have been donated unsolicited. Please
contact the synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can
use the items, we will welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we
just have no room for the items you want to donate, please consider another
worthy cause for your donation.

| E—

Passing of Sanford (Sandy) Browde on November 1st, 2025 at 93.

Father of Julie (Steven) Meyer, Janet (Matthew) Brenner & Deborah Bard.

Grandfather of Samantha Brenner, Carly (Cody) Clouser, Molly (Jacob) Ullom, Jessica Meyer,
Amanda Bard & Myles Bard. Great-Grandfather of Josie Clouser.

Passing of Leonard Broder, on Friday November 7th
father of Mindy & Jim Bernstein, Philip & Liz Broder; Andy Broder; Louise & Rob Isaacs.

Grandfather of Shaina Bernstein & Jonathon Ruegg; Leah Bernstein; Ari Bernstein; Tori Isaacs;
Ben Isaacs; Meagan Broder.

"Below are the links to the videos that were created commemorating Or
Shalom's 50th Anniversary. One link is the short video on our history and the
other is a link to the Tribute Video™

https://lyoutu.be/9STNES0Gwfs

https://lwww.tribute.co/congregation-or-shalom/?
utm campaign=website&utm medium=email&utm source=sendqgrid.com
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https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/2000814b5a
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Or Shalom Donation Form

I would like to help support Or Shalom. I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount
payable to Or Shalom. Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312

We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations

Name Name

Address Address

Fund # Amount $ Phone # Fund # Amount $ Phone #
Made in memory of Made in memory of

Made in honor of Made in honor of

Speedy Recovery Speedy Recovery

Send acknowledgment to (include address) Send acknowledgment to (include address)

Definition of Funds

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building. These funds help
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our
facility.

2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch,
etc.

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.
4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget.

5. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose. Donations to
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office.

6. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs. Any questions to
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net.

7. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact
office at 610-644-9086

8. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $180.00. The first would be a permanent
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary. The second plaque would be placed during the week of the
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Please contact LP at
office@orshalom.com for more information.

9. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your
birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom. Include a photo if you
like. $36 per message. We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for
your donations.

10. Siddur Lev Shalem Visit our web site to learn how to donate. $55 each.
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Serving the community since 1975

Wayne Senior Center

Yibnant community celebrating )
J positive aging for wclive older adults

l@ﬁ[ﬁ Fitness Center and training on site et e
(DY Socis,ifelong leating and helth
=- and wellness programs

= Daily lunches and nutrition education

_& Daily Group Fitness Classes | @5 Annual Membershp $35
90{% our new welcoming Are you age 35+ &
online community! in need of support? !
WSC CONNECT SupportNet can ﬂw%l
e Cameetwith rew frencs Free Help! With oenetits access, food
= Take live irteract ve fitness classes and transportation assistance, housing

& Enjow e70aging progroms and utility assistance, budgeting, hela
ano (Lest speakers @ &% at home and more!
* 24/ access to a viden K vel AFaOE
lIbrary of recarder programs it Lo ' ‘ .
5 irtual weekh
* Rasic zcoess is CRLT, prormidn ﬁm"w PR et

arnual reembership $125 ®

SupportNet

108 Sistiva Road, Wayne, PA 14087 | 610.689.6248 | waynesenlorcenter.org i waynescniorcentar WWayneseniorzental
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ADVERTISEMENTS

We are proud
to support
Congregation Or Shalom!
S

MeridianBank

MeridianBanker.com [ 866.327.9199

Loans : Wealth : Mortgage : Title : Merchant Y FUSEE Member FDIC

The Cambridge Schools

Come Learn with Us!

Infant - Preschool - PreK
Kindergarten - School Age

Open 7:00am - 6:00pm

Full-time and Part-time Enrollment Options

JBMWYT eambridgeschoalscom

thecambridgeschools.com
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Cambridge St!hools

Excellence in Early Childheod Education
129 Argyle Road * Ardmore, PA 19003

Ak e R O EhlE £t 4 Tl Phone 610-642-4871 + Fax 610-642-2750
www.thecambridgeschools.com

CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL AGE PROGRAMS

DEAR PARENTS,

We understand that there is a lot of uncertainty surrounding the start of the school year.
Whatever your School Age needs might be, Cambridge is here to provide them. Before

School care, After School care, half day Kindergarten Enrichment, or part time/full time
Remote Learning through our new CAMBRIDGE ACADEMY, you focus on everything

else and leave the remote learning, program oversight, and homework supervision to us!

OPTION ONE: School is open full time, 5 days a week. Cambridge is here for Before and
After care and Kindergarten Enrichment for children K - 5.

OPTION TWO: Children K - 5 attend school 2/3 days per week and have Remote Learn-
ing 2/3 days per week. Cambridge is here to support your child during Remote Learn-
ing. Your child brings their laptop or tablet with them and our Cambridge Academy re-
mote learning program does the rest. We link our program to your school’s remote learn-
ing program with certified staff for check in and supervision, required meetings and com-
pletion of assignments. We provide a safe, controlled environment with a structured pro-
gram that includes 2 snacks, lunch, outside PT time and Homework monitoring every
day. You can rest assured that your child is complying with all the requirements for re-
mote learning in your school district and that Cambridge will guide your child through
remote learning, providing the support they need to succeed!

OPTION THREE: Full time Remote Learning for children K - 5. If you choose to have
your child attend your school district’s virtual learning program remotely, full time, he or
she may come to Cambridge for our Cambridge Academy program every day. Justlike
Option Two, our certified staff will ensure that your child is following all of the guide
lines for Remote Learning provided by your school district and, in a safe environment,

our talented teachers provide the support your children need to succeed!
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US:
schoolage@thecambridgeschools.com

610-517-1843
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Cambrldge
chools

The Cambridge Academy
A Remote Learning Program to Fit Your Needs!!!

Full Remote Learning: Your child can spend the day with us and complete all

School District assignments with our experienced teachers!
Hybrid Option: Your child attends their school for 2 days and Cambridge for 3 days!

Before and After Programs: Available for any days your child is at school.

« Our program connects to your school’s learning
. Safe and Controlled Environment
« Small Group Instruction
o Structured program with outside time provided

For more information contact us at:
schoolage@thecambridgeschools.com 610-517-1843
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l O Moving?

Movingto Independent
o Senior%iving?
() Selling your home?
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S*Living M Strategic Senior Solutions

S$’Living helps Active Adultsfind the pafect 55+ Canmunity
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