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Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in

Chester County, Montgomery County

and Delaware County?

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances

who live in Chester County, Montgomery
County and Delaware County who are not

already members of a synagogue? If you do,

why not invite them to one of the upcoming

events at Or Shalom. They may have a good

time and decide to come back. They may have
such a good time that they decide to become

members themselves. According to a recent

survey by the Jewish Federation, there are
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester
county. We’'d love to contact them, but don’t
know who they are. You can help.

Todah rabah!

We now accept payment by Venmo
@Congregation  -OrShalom

Celebrate with Or Shalom

Size 11 issues Per
issue
Full Page  $1000 $110 To put your announcement in next
1/2page  $750 $80 please contact the office via email or phone
%g page %ggg %gg with your message, photo, and $36 per
page announcement. We also accept payment by Venmo to
@Congregation  -OrShalom for your donations.
Thank you
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The President’s Column

Stay warm, dry and safe
Andy Levin

As always ... the content of this article is based on my thoughts and not those of the
Or Shalom (Board, Cantor, and Congregation)

| hope you are well and you enjoyed a wonderful Hannukah with family and friends!

| would like to start this article by thanking Betsy Cohen for doing such a wonderful
job as our president. We could not ask for a more dedicated leader. Please take a
minute the next time you see her and thank her personally. While you are talking with
Betsy, please ask her how you can support her mission to improve Or Shalom.

For those of you that attended the Hanukkah dinner, it was great to see you. To the
people that could not attend ... you were greatly missed and we hope you can attend
next year. There was music, great food, candle lighting, gifts, and wonderful friends.
| look forward to these events and the only thing that could make them better would
be if there were more people in attendance. The attendance is not just limited to you
and your family. You are always welcome to invite friends and relatives. | invited two
friends this year from my ice hockey team, and they had a great time.

| am sure you have all read or listened to the news about Australia recently. | believe
the Cantor has covered this topic very well | am confident we all appreciate his
thoughts and prayers. My hope is that we do not allow acts of pure evil to change the
way we want to live our lives. It is always important to have situational awareness
and caution, but if you stop doing the things that bring you joy then you are letting the
evil people win. There is risk in everything that we do in life from driving to stepping
out of the shower. Please do not let low probability events paralyze your opportunity
to enjoy life.

In G-d we trust,
Andy
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Spiritual Leader

“A Chanukah Like No Other”

This Chanukah has been a singular one for Randi and me aboard our cruise ship.

The holiday began with the horror of the Bondi Beach massacre. Several of the Jews
on board hail from Sydney, many others from Melbourne.

We spent several Chanukah candle-lighting ceremonies processing the tragic events.

But as the week went on, along with the support and presence of many non -Jews who
attended, we achieved a sense of healing.

More importantly, we developed a bond of friendship among ourselves and those who
chose to stand with us at a most difficult time.

Last evening, the final night of Chanukah, we were two dozen strong as we lit the
Chanukiah for the final time. | dare say we felt an even stronger bond.

The Assistant Cruise Director, of his own accord, arranged for a chef to fry latkes for us
in the space where we lit candles. (We had latkes and soufganiot all week long, but
this was a step beyond.)

The holiday may have ended, but the community we have formed will continue. This
Friday night, following Kabbalat Shabbat services, some thirty of us will gather to share
Shabbat dinner together. God willing, we’ll do the same next week.

Community - that’s what it’s all about. Kind of like the special community we enjoy here
at Or Shalom.

Best wishes from Randi and me for a better 2026.

Continued Next Page
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Contributions

Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following
generous contributions in the month of November 2025

Cards and Miscellaneous Contributions

Gina Arlen: In memory of Leonard Broder

Brenda Belkin & Lawrence Rosen: In memory of Sanford Browde
Nancy Cantor: In memory of Sandy Browde, Julie Meyer's Dad

Janet Hurwitz: In memory of Leonard Broder, father of Mindy Bernstein

Yahrzeit Donations

David & Andrea Allon: In memory of Seymour Rose, Andrea's father
Brenda Belkin & Lawrence Rosen: In memory of Emile Belkin
Bernard & Paula Blaustein: In memory of May Seidenberg

Ben & Susan Goldberg: In memory of Tobias Goldberg

Harris & Renee Hayman: In memory of Eleanore Hayman

Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: In memory of Martin Katz

Scott & Mindy Markovitz: In memory of Stanley Markovitz

High Holidays

David & Andrea Allon: High Holidays 2025

Brenda Belkin & Lawrence Rosen: High Holidays 2025

James & Mindy Bernstein: High Holidays 2025

Harris & Renee Hayman: High Holidays 2025

Warren & Elizabeth Hyams: High Holidays 2025

Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: High Holidays 2025

Mitchell Evan Stein & Bari Michele Brandt: High Holidays 2025

General Fund

Janet Hurwitz: Thankyou to the Bernsteins for taking care of Barney
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Pilates

Chaverim Event

January 11th at 11:30 am

Pilates Class & Lunch

RSVP to the office by January 5th
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Please mark your calendars for a special evening parlor meeting on Wednesday,
January 21st, hosted at the home of Iris Segal. We are honored to announce that
Ido Eini will be joining us as our guest speaker for the evening.

About Our Guest Speaker: Ido Eini

He is an IDF reservist who has fought for 300+ days in Gaza on and since October 7.
His brother-in-law Eitan Oster was soldier killed in Lebanon in September 2024.
Israel’s new Iron Beam Defense System “Or Eitan” is actually named after him, so he
can talk about that as well.

Here’s a little more about him:

Ido Eini — Bio

| served as a platoon commander in the IDF Armored Corps. After completing officers’
training, | led my soldiers through a unique, continuous track — from basic training all
the way through active combat duty.

On October 7th, | was deployed with my unit to the Gaza border. We were among the
first tank forces to push back and restore the defensive line along the border fence.
After several weeks of operational activity in the Be’eri—-Re’im—Kfar Aza region, we
entered the city of Khan Yunis for extended combat operations deep in Gaza.

During my second round of reserve duty, on the eve of Rosh Hashanah, my Brother-in-
law Captain Eitan Oster was killed in combat.

I’'m currently finishing my B.A. in Economics and Jewish Thought at Ben-Gurion
University.

Eitan Oster Z”’L

Captain Eitan Oster: his last video

The IDF Soldier Who Led the Fight Against Hezbollah | The Caroline Glick Show
Remembering Eitan Oster, IDF hero who fell in Lebanon | The Jerusalem Post

Or Eitan Iron Beam
Israel unveils ‘Or Eitan’ laser defense system after successful tests

Continued Next Page
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvUQj5kn_3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1OALnpwx8U
https://www.jpost.com/israel-hamas-war/article-823293
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/sy00ttekixg

Event Leadership

We are also thrilled to share that Julie Miller has graciously agreed to serve as the
Event Chair for this evening. We are so appreciative of her leadership and please
reach out to me if you would like to be involved..

Details at a Glance:

1. Date: Wednesday, January 21st

2. Time: 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

3. Location: Home of Iris Segal (Address to be provided to RSVPs)
Guest Speaker: Ido Eini

A formal invitation with a registration link and final logistics will follow in the coming
weeks. For now, please hold the date for what promises to be an inspiring and
informative evening.

Happy Chanukah!
Best regards,
Matt

Matt Anczarki

Registered Representative
Pennsylvania Region

E Matthew.Anczarki@israelbonds.com
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Wednesdays — 4:00-5:00 pm

‘SING, SING, SING’
JANUARY:
14, 21, 28

FEBRUARY:
4,11,18, 25
Taught By Cantor Stephen Freedman
Email the synagogue office: office@orshalom.com

for Zoom Information
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January 31
February 21

March 21

April 18

May 16
June 20

After services on Shabbat mornings

A Tu B’'Shevat Seder
A Purim Primer

It’'s That Time Again!
(Pesach, That Is!)

Israel: Remembrance and
Celebration

Jerusalem in Prayer

The Many Names of God

Would you like to sponsor a Lunch ‘n Learn?

$100 for a basic lunch
$180 for an enhanced lunch

Call the synagogue office for details: 610-644-9086
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BAGEL & LOXBRUNCH
GUEST SPEAKER LARRY BILKER
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 10:30AM - 12:30PM
PRESENTATION ON TECH TALK V
PLEASE RSVP TO OFFICE BY 1120
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Chaverim news

Happy New Year!
Chaverim is starting 2026 with lots of fun activities.

Is your New Year’s resolution to exercise more? Perfect -join us on January 11 at a
Pilates class in Chesterbrook. We will be trying the reformer (apparatus you can lay
on that slides for resistance) and mat in this hybrid class; rsvp by January 5.
Afterwards, we’ll walk over to the pizza place for lunch.

On January 25, we’re having our first Bagel and Lox Brunch speaker of the new year,
featuring Larry Bilker, IT extraordinaire, who will be teaching us about all the latest
tech we need to know in his Tech Talk IV. Please rsvp by January 20th.

And, finally, On January 27 we have our Winter Book Club at the home of Janet
Hurwitz in Paoli. The bookisL e a vE aagt Ra mk wwaDaub, about a Lubavitcher
handball prodigy in Brooklyn and the difficult changes in his life.

| hope you can join us at one or all of these events. Please rsvp to the office by
January 23rd.

Thanks to Julie and Harris Miller for schlepping to the kosher Chinese restaurant for
our Chanukkah party dinner, and Mindy Markovitz for helping us prepare and to all
who joined us. We enjoyed delicious food, fun gift exchanges and the warm glow of
many hanukkiahs.

Wishing you all a very happy, healthy and safe New Year.
Mindy Bernstein,

Co-President of Or Shalom Chaverim
with Andy Levin and Scott Markovitz
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CHANUKKAH PARTY

Tevet, 5786 — Sh’vat, 5786

January 2026
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Chaverim news Page 2

Chaverim Calendar of Events

January 11 Sunday 11:30 Pilates class & lunch at Chesterbrook
January 25 Sunday 10:30 Bagel & Lox Brunch and Speaker -
Larry Bilker on the Latest Tech

January 27 Tuesday 7-9 pm Chaverim Book Club

at Janet Hurwitz home in Paoli
February 1 Sunday 11 am Lunch and Magic Garden

Philadelphia
February 23 Monday 12:00 pm  Prepare Purim Bags
April tbd Calder Museum, Philadelphia
May 2 Saturday 9:30 am Chaverim Shabbat
June 3 Wednesday 6:30 pm  Closing Dinner
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Social action news

We cannot walk alone.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

A note from your friendly neighborhood social action chair

A new year is a great time to renew your commitment to social action. (I think I
might be a committee of one at this point.)

Here's a list of projects we’ve done in the past that have fallen by the wayside:

Mitzvah Minstrels

Holiday Basket Delivery
Coat Drive

Working Women’s Wardrobe
Holiday Toy Drives

Blood Drive

Mitzvah Day

If anyone is willing to help me re-launch one of these projects, please email me at
migid@verizon.net. Thanks!

Thank you!

Thumbs up to everyone who donated to our winter toiletries drive. Your
generosity will help deserving families get back on their feet. Didn’t get a chance
to drop anything off? No worries! Go to mitzvahcircle.org to donate money or
shop their Amazon wish list.

Looking for a Bar/Bat Mitzvah project?

Mitzvah Circle is a non-profit organization that provides support, hope and
dignity to individuals and families during times of crisis, poverty, homelessness
and serious illness. They provide individualized support such as clothing, school
supplies, diapers, household items, food and referrals.

Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah project volunteers and their families can participate
in a variety of activities at their warehouse including homeless outreach, diaper
bank, adopt-a-class, care packages, hats for homeless and more! To get started,
Contact Fran Held at 484-897-0414 or info@mitzvahcircle.org

@

Or Shalom

[Social Action

at Work

To volunteer, contact
Gina Arlen: 610-225-0262 / migi4d@verizon.net
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Odds & Ends

52yl a2ya

We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the
synagogue. Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to accept most of
the books and other items that have been donated unsolicited. Please
contact the synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can
use the items, we will welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we
just have no room for the items you want to donate, please consider another
worthy cause for your donation.

i

| E—

Passing of Melvin Dion, Esq. on November 23rd, 2025

Beloved husband of Marlene (nee Futoransky);

Loving father of Nancy and James Margolis;

Carol Listino (Jeffrey Krinsky); Gary Dion (Donna); Sharon Dion (Matthew Rose).
Grandfather of Jessica (Joe), Jamie, Allison, Joshua, Madeleine,

Adrienne (Jake), Eric, Daniel, and Benjamin..

"Below are the links to the videos that were created commemorating Or
Shalom's 50th Anniversary. One link is the short video on our history and the
other is a link to the Tribute Video™

https://lyoutu.be/9STNES0Gwfs

https://lwww.tribute.co/congregation-or-shalom/?
utm campaign=website&utm medium=email&utm source=sendqgrid.com

HORIZONS January 2026 Tevet, 5786 — Sh’vat, 5786



https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/2000814b5a
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/27065fd70d/utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/27065fd70d/utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com

12122125, 11:38 AM Google Calendar - January 2026
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
28 29 30 31 Jan 1 2 3
[ 8th of Tevet ] [9th of Tevet ] [ Asara B’Te] [Office closing ] [ Office Closed ] &arashat Vaye)
[ 10th of Tevet ] ( 11th of Tevetj [ 12th of Tev:-ﬂ (13th of Tevet ) [14th of Tevet )
( New Year's Evi | ( New Year's Da | (@ 4:30pm Cand (@ 9:30am Shat)
(@ 7:30pm Shal} (@ 5:34pm Havd
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&th of Tevet j (16th of Tevet ] u'lth of Tevet ] [18th of Tev?) ( 1L Hebrew Lan J (20th of Tevet ] ( Parashat Sheﬂ
(m 9am Fidelity) L@ 1:30pm Offita [19th of Tevet J (@ 4:36pm C@ (21st of Tevet ]

( ® 7:30pm Shag [@ 9:30am Shae

® 5:40pm Havg

1 12 13 14 15 16 17

((22nd of Tevet ) ("23rd of Tevet ] ("24th of Tevet | ((25th of Tevet ] (26th of Tevet ) ( 27th of Tevet ) (Mevarchim ch)
(@ 4:44pm Can§ [ Parashat VE)
[@ 7:30pm Shag [ 28th of Tevet )

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
( 29th of TeveTJ [ Office Closed ) [ 2nd of Sh'vat ] [ 3rd of Sh'vat ] ( 4th of Sh’vﬂ [ith of Sh'vat j Parashat Bo
[ @ Rosh Choc) [0 7pm Bom [Gb 4pm Adult Ea [ ® 4:52pm Cam} [6th of Sh'vat )

1st of Sh'vat, & | (@ 7:30pm Shal} [@ 9:30am Shﬁ

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
([7thof shvat ] (8thof Shvat ] ((9thof shvat ) ((10th of shvat ] fith of Stvat ) ((12th of shivat ) ( Parashat Best )

® 10:30am Lara [u Tpm Chavera %o 4pm Adult Ea L@ Spm Candle] { 8, Shabbat SI]
[o 7:30pm Shag L13th of Shm
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Or Shalom Donation Form
I would like to help support Or Shalom. | have specified each donation and | have included one check for the total amount
payable to Or Shalom. Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312

We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation - OrShalom for your donations
Name Name
Address Address
Fund # Amount $ Phone # Fund # Amount $ Phone #
Made in memory of Made in memory of
Made in honor of Made in honor of
Speedy Recovery Speedy Recovery
Send acknowledgment to (include address) Send acknowledgment to (include address)

Definition of Funds

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building. These funds help

offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our

facility.

2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch,

etc.

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.

4. General Fund: Al monies donated to this fund will supplement t h

5. Rabbi ' s Di scr e tThedabhiuses tlkeserdudds for charitable purpose. Donations to
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office.

6. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs. Any questions to
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net.

7. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact
office at 610 -644 -9086

8. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $180.00. The first would be a permanent
plague on the back wall of the sanctuary. The second plaque would be placed during the week of the
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Please contact LP at
office@orshalom.com for more information.

9. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your

birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom. Include a photo if you
like. $36 per message. We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation -OrShalom for
your donations.

10. Siddur Lev Shalem Visit our web site to learn how to donate. $55 each.
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to support
Congregation Or Shalom!
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The Cambridge Schools

Come Learn with Us!

Infant - Preschool - PreK
Kindergarten - School Age

Open 7:00am - 6:00pm

Full-time and Part-time Enrollment Options

JBMWYT eambridgeschoalscom

thecambridgeschools.com
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Cambridge St!hools

Excellence in Early Childheod Education
129 Argyle Road * Ardmore, PA 19003

Ak e R O EhlE £t 4 Tl Phone 610-642-4871 + Fax 610-642-2750
www.thecambridgeschools.com

CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL AGE PROGRAMS

DEAR PARENTS,

We understand that there is a lot of uncertainty surrounding the start of the school year.
Whatever your School Age needs might be, Cambridge is here to provide them. Before

School care, After School care, half day Kindergarten Enrichment, or part time/full time
Remote Learning through our new CAMBRIDGE ACADEMY, you focus on everything

else and leave the remote learning, program oversight, and homework supervision to us!

OPTION ONE: School is open full time, 5 days a week. Cambridge is here for Before and
After care and Kindergarten Enrichment for children K - 5.

OPTION TWO: Children K - 5 attend school 2/3 days per week and have Remote Learn-
ing 2/3 days per week. Cambridge is here to support your child during Remote Learn-
ing. Your child brings their laptop or tablet with them and our Cambridge Academy re-
mote learning program does the rest. We link our program to your school’s remote learn-
ing program with certified staff for check in and supervision, required meetings and com-
pletion of assignments. We provide a safe, controlled environment with a structured pro-
gram that includes 2 snacks, lunch, outside PT time and Homework monitoring every
day. You can rest assured that your child is complying with all the requirements for re-
mote learning in your school district and that Cambridge will guide your child through
remote learning, providing the support they need to succeed!

OPTION THREE: Full time Remote Learning for children K - 5. If you choose to have
your child attend your school district’s virtual learning program remotely, full time, he or
she may come to Cambridge for our Cambridge Academy program every day. Justlike
Option Two, our certified staff will ensure that your child is following all of the guide
lines for Remote Learning provided by your school district and, in a safe environment,

our talented teachers provide the support your children need to succeed!
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US:
schoolage@thecambridgeschools.com

610-517-1843
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The Cambridge Academy
A Remote Learning Program to Fit Your Needs!!!

Full Remote Learning: Your child can spend the day with us and complete all

School District assignments with our experienced teachers!
Hybrid Option: Your child attends their school for 2 days and Cambridge for 3 days!

Before and After Programs: Available for any days your child is at school.

« Our program connects to your school’s learning
. Safe and Controlled Environment
« Small Group Instruction
o Structured program with outside time provided

For more information contact us at:
schoolage@thecambridgeschools.com 610-517-1843
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