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Horizons is published monthly. 
Material submitted for publica-
tion may be edited for style, 
length and content.    
 
Please contact the office to re-
port any errors or omissions.  
Thank you. 
 
Editor: Lauren Porter 
Congregation Or Shalom 
835 Darby-Paoli Road 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
Phone: 610-644-9086 
www.OrShalom.com 
E-mail: office@orshalom.com 
 

Congregation Or Shalom 
Executive Committee 

President: Betsy Cohen 
Vice President: Brenda Belkin 
Treasurer: Alan Daroff  
Secretary: Susan Goldberg 
Membership: Betsy Cohen 

Auxiliary & Community 
Groups 

Chaverim (Formerly Men’s Club 
and Sisterhood) Andy Levin, 
Scott Markovitz  and Mindy 
Bernstein 
Social Action: Gina Arlen 
Ritual Committee:  David Keet 

 
Advertising rates 

Advertising contracts are ar-
ranged through the Temple of-
fice. All advertising is due the 
first of the month for next 
month’s edition of Horizons. We 
accept ads with a check made out 
to Congregation Or Shalom and 
the ad copy sent at the same 
time. 
 
Size 11 issues  Per 
issue 
Full Page $1000 $110 
1/2 page  $750  $80 
1/4 page  $500  $60 
1/8 page  $250  $35 
 
 
 

To put your announcement in next week’s,  

please contact the office via email or phone 

with your message, photo, and $36 per  

announcement.  We also accept payment by Venmo to 

@Congregation-OrShalom for your donations. 

 

Thank you 

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in 
Chester County, Montgomery County 

and Delaware County? 

Celebrate with Or Shalom 

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances 
who live in Chester County, Montgomery  
County and Delaware County who are not  
already members of a synagogue? If you do, 
why not invite them to one of the upcoming 
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good 
time and decide to come back. They may have 
such a good time that they decide to become  
members themselves. According to a recent  
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are 
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester  
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t 
know who they are. You can help. 
 
Todah rabah! 

We now accept payment by Venmo 

@Congregation-OrShalom  
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The President’s Column 

 
Susan Goldberg 

Members of Or Shalom are so fortunate to have LP (Lauren Porter) as our Administrator.  For 
those who do not interact with her, she prefers to be called LP rather than Lauren.  How did 
she get that nickname?  Well, when she started working at GE there was another Lauren so 
she started having people call her LP.  Her family still calls her Lauren or Auntie L.   
 
A little background: 
 

Lauren grew up in Bala Cynwyd and graduated from Harriton High School.   
 
She had two sisters, one of whom passed away from Parkinson’s.  Her surviving sister 

lives in New Paltz, New York.   
LP has traveled throughout her life – She visited Norway for her 22nd birthday.  She has 

been to Switzerland, Club Med Guadeloupe and two trips to the Virgin Islands on a 64 
foot ketch with a bunch of friends.   

Hobbies include needlepoint, Maroon 5, reading mysteries and gardening.  Her love of Ma-
roon 5 is evident with her love of tattoos.   

 
Lauren started her career as Office Administrator at Republic Steel Corporation, where she 
worked for 16 years.  She then worked at GE Capital Modular Space in 1983 and moved to the 
IT division until 2009 when she was laid off.  She was then retired but bored.   She knows Larry 
Bilker from her tenure at GE and contacted him to see if he knew any part-time jobs. The tim-
ing was great and the rest is history.  LP started working at Or Shalom in 2014 and is still going 
strong.   

LP goes beyond the normal hours at Or Shalom.  She has the ability (thanks to Larry Bilker 
and his IT knowledge) to work from home.  She is incredibly diligent at viewing her emails and 
sending out notices in the evenings or on a weekend after Shabbat. One Saturday, when the 
weather was bad, she sent an email early in the day to alert us that Shabbat services would 
only be on Zoom.  I have been a member of Or Shalom for quite a long time, and LP is one of 
the most dedicated Administrators we have ever employed.  For those of you who have been 
members a long time, Lou Lieberman, who worked as a volunteer, was also an Office Manager 
extraordinaire.   
 
There are many people LP interacts with on a daily basis.  Her responsibilities are endless – 

from answering the phone to sending out emails, weekly updates, finances, service people, 

etc.  I am certain it is difficult to have many “bosses” but she is always pleasant.                   

Congratulations on over a decade of service! 
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Spiritual Leader 

 

“The Psalms - Timeless Poetry” 

I have a confession to make: I am not a lover of poetry. Well, that’s not exactly 
true. If it rhymes and is geared toward children, then I’m right there! (Think Shel 
Silverstein, Dr. Seuss, etc.) 
 
I find most poetry to be too abstract, too obtuse for me to appreciate. 
 
But when it comes to the Book of Psalms, these sacred poems speak to me in  
profound ways. 
 
I especially love those psalms which are so vividly descriptive, especially as they  
relate to nature. 
 
One example is Psalm 29,; we read it on Shabbat evening and morning. It  
describes the power of God, a power that is defined by God’s mastery over  
nature. With just a voice, God has the power to shatter the cedars of Lebanon,  
to make trees dance like calves, to form flames of fire, to thunder over the waters. 
It’s pretty powerful imagery! 
 
In Psalm 147, God is described as the One “who covers the earth with clouds 
providing rain for the earth, that grass may flourish on the hillsides — food for 
livestock and for the ravens’ crying nestlings.” And later in the text, “…how 
quickly God’s commands are obeyed: snow piles up like fleece, frost spreads like 
ash, hailstones are tossed  
like crumbs  — who could withstand the cold?” 
 
That last part sounds an awful lot like this past week’s forecast, doesn’t it?!? As 
I’m writing this message, I hear the pelting of sleet on the windows and skylights 
of our home and feel that ice-cold wind each time I open the door to check on 
how much snow has fallen. 
 

Continued Next Page 
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Spiritual Leader 
Page 2 

And I’m struck by how the words of this psalm especially come alive, how easy it 
is for us to relate to the meteorological conditions it describes. (For those of you 
who are “snowbirds,” perhaps less so!” 
 
It’s a reminder to all of us that if we really examine the texts of our prayers and 
our holy writings, we’re bound to find clear connections to our world in 2026. 
 
So even though I don’t like poetry in general, I love the sacred poetry composed 
by King David and others thousands of years ago. Their words ring as true today 
as they did when they were written. 
 
Cantor Stephen Freedman 
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february  YAHRZEITS 

February 1, Shevat 14, 5786 

Evelyn Zatuchni, aunt of Beth Zatuchni 

 

February 3, Shevat 16, 5786 

Claire R. Neff, aunt of Betsy Cohen 

 

February 4, Shevat 17, 5786 

Samuel W. Gross, father of Susan Weiss 

Charlotte Lafair, mother of Julie Miller 

Blanche Wahl, mother of JoAnn Weiss 

 

February 6, Shevat 19, 5786 

Lena Mand, mother of Jeffrey Mand 

 

February 7, Shevat 20, 5786 

Sidney Seidenberg, father of Paula Blaustein 

 

February 8, Shevat 21, 5786 

Vera Klein, grandmother of Samantha Klein 

 

February 9, Shevat 22, 5786 

Seth Dembowitz, stepson of Randi Freedman 

 

February 10, Shevat 23, 5786 

Miriam Greehvt, mother of Boaz Cohen 

February 11, Shevat 24, 5786 

Jean F. Schneider, mother of Melissa Schneider 

 

February, 13, Shevat 26, 5786 

Leonard Lafair, father of Julie Miller 

February 16, Shevat 29, 5786 

Larry Weiss, father of Alan Weiss 

 

February 18, Adar 1, 5786 

Mordecai Allon, father of David Allon 

Albert Kleiner, father of Caryl Keet 

Earl Schneider, father of Melissa Schneider 

 

February 20, Adar 3, 5786 

Sylvia Bornstein, mother of Janet Emanuel 

 

Februry 22, Adar 5, 5786 

Samuel Rubin Paul, father of Kenny Paul 

 

February 25, Adar 8, 5786 

Hyman Satlow, father of Jerry Satlow 

 

February 27, Adar 10, 5786 

Barbara Behr, mother of Jim Bernstein 
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Contributions 

Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following  

generous contributions in the month of  December 2025 

 

Hanukkah Dinner 
 Brenda Belkin & Lawrence Rosen: Hanukkah Dinner 2025 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: Hanukkah Dinner 2025 
 Jay & Betsy Cohen: Hanukkah dinner 
 Alan & Susan Daroff: Hanukkah Dinner 2025 
 Janet Hurwitz: Hanukkah Dinner 2025 
 Andrew Levin: Hanukkah Dinner 2025 
 Scott & Mindy Markovitz: Hanukkah Dinner 2025 
 Harris & Julie Miller: Hanukkah Dinner 2025 
 Vivian & Barry Morrow: Hanukkah Dinner 2025 
 Richard Tregerman: Hanukkah Dinner 
 
Yizkor Book 
 Alan & Susan Daroff: Yizkor Book 2025 
 Jeffrey & Eileen Kosterich: Yiskor Book 2025 
 Richard Tregerman: Yizkor Book 2025 
 
Cards and  Miscellaneous Contributions 
 Gina Arlen: In memory of Melvin Dion 
 Alan & Susan Daroff: In memory of S. Browde (J. Meyer) & L. Broder (M. Bernstein) 
 Rabbi Alan J. Iser & Sharon Liebhaber: In memory of Leonard Broder 
 Nancy & James Margolis: In memory of Leonard Broder (M. Bernstein dad) 
 Nancy & James Margolis: In memory of Sandy Browde (J. Meyer dad) 
 Scott & Mindy Markovitz: In memory of Mindy Bernstein's Dad 
 
Yahrzeit Donations 
 Bernard & Paula Blaustein: In memory of Moe Blaustein 
 Janet Hurwitz: In memory of Ron Leight 
 Jeffrey & Eileen Kosterich: Memory Inga&Siegbert, Mark  Kosterich, Rachel&Louis Adler 
 Florence Messing: In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Leon Messing 
 Mitchell Evan Stein & Bari Michele Brandt: In memory of Sanford Brandt and Martin Stein 
 
Cantor Discretionary Fund 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: In memory of Leonard Broder 
 
High Holidays 
 Nancy & James Margolis: High Holidays 2025 
 Scott & Mindy Markovitz: High Holidays 2025 
 
General Fund 
 Jeffrey & Eileen Kosterich: Donation 
 David & Nancy Milberg: In memory of Sandy Milberg  (via BFF) 
 Jo Ann Weiss: Yahrzeit Plaques, etc. 
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Mishloach Manot/Purim Events 2026 
 

It is almost Purim, a time for costumes and Mishloach Manot!  
 
One bag of “goodies” will be prepared for each family at Or Shalom.. 
A contribution of $200 will list you as a sponsor for every member of the Congregation.  
If you wish to sponsor only a few families, the prices are listed below.   
If you wish to purchase a package for someone who is not a member, the cost is $5.50 each.   
 

Monday, March 2 
 @ 7 pm 
Ma-ariv 

Megillah Reading    
Sing-along 

Refreshments 
 

Wear your costume! 
 

Please pick up your Mishloach Manot bag:  
After 2 pm to 3:30 pm on Thursday, February 26 
After 10:30 am to 2:00 pm on Friday, February 27 

Monday, March 2, 10am to 3:00pm or 
at Purim services. 

DEADLINE is February 23rd  
 
Please complete this section and mail your check, made out to Congregation Or Shalom, to 
Or Shalom, 835 Darby-Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312 or pay by venmo @Congregation-Or 
Shalom 
 
Sender's Name ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number______________________ Email Address ______________________ 
 
List the Or Shalom Members to whom you wish to send gifts – use the back of this page if you 
need more space.  Or, write All. 
  __________________________________      ______________________________ 
 
  __________________________________      ______________________________ 
 
  _____ member recipients              @$4 each or 3 for $10.00  $_______ 
    _____ Nonmember recipients  @ $5.50 each              $ _______ 
  _____ All Congregants              @ $200    $ _______ 
 
Total Enclosed: check payable to Congregation Or Shalom                $ _______ 
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 Wednesdays – 4:00-5:00 pm   
 
 

SING, SING, SING! 
 

Enjoy singing songs both new and familiar, 
In Hebrew, English and Yiddish 

 

 
February 4 Songs in the Mamaloshen  
 
February 11 Jewish-themed Songs in English  
 
February 18 Songs of Jerusalem  
 
February 25 Songs of Peace  

 
 

Taught By Cantor Stephen Freedman  
Email the synagogue office: office@orshalom.com 

 for Zoom Information  
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After services on Shabbat mornings 
  
 February 21                 A Purim Primer 
 
 March 21                     It’s That Time Again! 
                                      (Pesach, That Is!) 
 
 April 18                        Israel:  Remembrance and  
                                      Celebration 
 
 May 16                         Jerusalem in Prayer 
 
 June 20                        The Many Names of God 
 

 
Would you like to sponsor a Lunch ‘n Learn? 

$100 for a basic lunch 
$180 for an enhanced lunch 

 
Call the synagogue office for details:  610-644-9086 
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Ritual committee news 

Gazan Captivity - A Survivor’s Story 

A few evenings ago, I had the honor and privilege of attending a testimony by Omer 
Wenkert, an Israeli hostage who was released from Gaza, after 505 days of captivity. 
Today, he is 23 years old. He was barely 21 when he was captured. 

For one gut-wrenching hour, Omer described his experiences, first how he arrived 
with his friend Kim Damti (aged 22) at the Nova dance party at 3am on October 7 
2023; then fleeing the site a few hours later when explosions were heard, only to wit-
ness a barage of rockets from Gaza that forced them to hunker down in a bomb shel-
ter a few miles down the road. Over 20 others squeezed into the same shelter, which 
was designed for less than 10 people. Terrorists discovered them there and attacked 
them with hand granades, automatic weapons, and smoke bombs. Omer’s friend Kim 
was killed. Miraculously, he survived but was captured by the attackers. Thus began a  
long captivity that ended on February 22, 2025. 

He related the harrowing conditions in which he was held in Hamas’s tunnels, saying 
they worsened during the Israeli offensive on Rafah, in southern Gaza, in May 2024. 
The terrorists intentionally starved him, feeding him a half a pita a day for two or three 
weeks. They did things that seriously endangered his life, for fun. One terrorist stood 
him up and sprayed insect repellent in his face, with his eyes open. His captor also 
sprayed everything he would touch. On another occasion, he was beaten with an iron 
rod, on his arms, legs, and even his head. When he asked his captor why he was   
doing this, since he, Wenkert, had not caused any harm, he was told that the IDF had 
killed the terrorist’s father, someone who had been an important figure in Hamas. 

At first, Wenkert was imprisoned (underground of course) with an 18 year old who had 

a bullet wound in his stomach. He and his fellow captive were beaten, severely and 
often. That lasted about a month. 

Then he was completely isolated for six and a half months. During this time, his cap-
tors would only approach him occassionally. He said that around the 80th day of his 
captivity, he was moved from one underground corridor to another, which he de-
scribed as “a dark room with a little lamp”. 

“They tried to drive me crazy — to damage my sense of time,” he said. “When they 
put down food for me, they told me to turn around, so they could leave. Bathing was 
once in 50 days, with a little bottle. Only after nine and a half months did I bathe for 
real.” 

Continued Next Page 
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The tunnel in which he was kept for most of his captivity was about 35 inches wide, 
and about 30 feet long, with a hole as a bathroom. 

“I was on a small mattress, with my back against the wall. I was there for 420 days, I 
think,” he said. On June 13, 2024, his captors brought fellow hostages Evyatar David 
and Guy Gilboa-Dalal to the corridor in which Wenkert was kept. His mental state     
improved tremendously with their arrival. Even though it became more crowded in the 
tunnel and he had to split the same small amount food and water with them, he loved 
the company. Also, the abuse stopped. Somehow, the captives got hold of a pack of 
cards and played a Gazan game similar to rummy. They even played chess with the 
cards, drawing a board in the sand which was the floor of the tunnel. A king was a 
king, a queen was a queen, a 10 was a knight and so on. When they became bored 
with these games, they began a series of “movie nights”. The person whose turn it   
was would pick a movie or series that he loved and would describe it to the others in 
great detail. For example, the retelling of a one and a half hour Harry Potter movie took 

6 hours and had to be spread over two nights. 

 

 

 

Ritual committee news 
Page 2 
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Social action news 
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Chaverim news 

Hello, 
 
As you know, we had to reschedule our Bagel and Lox Brunch speaker due to the 
forecasted snow.  The new date is April 19. 
 
Our next Game Night is February 18 from 7-9 at the home of Beth and Gerry. Please 
rsvp to the office if you can make it and to get their address. 
 
January Book Club was postponed to February 24th @ 7pm at Janet’s home. 
 
We will be assembling the Purim mishloach manot bags on February 26 at 12:30.  
Let the office know if you can help. 
 
Don't forget to fill out the form to sponsor your friends for our annual Purim bags and 
to order soup!  
 
Check your email for information on the fliers that have been sent already. 
 
Stay warm! 
 
Mindy Bernstein 

Chaverim Calendar of Events 
  
• February 18         Wednesday   7—9 pm    Game Night at Jerry & Beth’s 
 
• February 24         Tuesday             7 pm          Book Club at Janet’s (from Jan.) 
 
• February 26         Thursday       12:30 pm        Prepare Purim Bags 
   
• April 19                 Sunday          10:30 am       Bagel & Lox Tech 

Talk                          
 
• May 2                  Saturday          9:30 am     Chaverim Shabbat 
 
• May  TBD            American Treasure      Tour Museum in Oaks/Lunch 
 
• June 3                  Wednesday      6:30 pm        Closing Dinner 
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Donations 
We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the       

synagogue.  Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to  accept most of 

the books and other items that have been donated  unsolicited.  Please      

contact the synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can 

use the items, we will  welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we 

just have no room for the items you want to donate, please consider another 

worthy cause for your donation. 

   

 Odds & Ends 

 
"Below are the links to the videos that were created commemorating Or 
Shalom's 50th Anniversary. One link is the short video on our history and the 
other is a link to the Tribute Video" 
 
https://youtu.be/9STNES0Gwfs 
  
https://www.tribute.co/congregation-or-shalom/?
utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/2000814b5a
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/27065fd70d/utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/27065fd70d/utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com
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Or Shalom Donation Form 
I would like to help support Or Shalom.  I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount 

payable to Or Shalom.  Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312 

          We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations  

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)     
 

        

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)      
 

        

Definition of Funds 
 

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building.  These funds help 

offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our     
facility. 

 

2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch, 
etc. 

 

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.   
 

4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget. 

 

5. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose.  Donations to 
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office. 

 

6. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs.  Any questions to 
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net. 

 

7. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The 
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact 

office at 610-644-9086 

 
8. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $180.00. The first would be a permanent 

plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary.  The second plaque would be placed during the week of the 

Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Please contact LP at  
office@orshalom.com for more information. 

 

9. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your  

birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom.  Include a photo if you 
like.  $36 per message.  We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 

your donations. 

 
10.  Siddur Lev Shalem  Visit our web site to learn how to donate.  $55 each. 

 

 
 

mailto:Ellenagross@gmail.com
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