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Horizons is published monthly. 
Material submitted for publica-
tion may be edited for style, 
length and content.    
 
Please contact the office to re-
port any errors or omissions.  
Thank you. 
 
Editor: Lauren Porter 
Congregation Or Shalom 
835 Darby-Paoli Road 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
Phone: 610-644-9086 
www.OrShalom.com 
E-mail: office@orshalom.com 
 

Congregation Or Shalom 
Executive Committee 

President: Betsy Cohen 
Vice President: Brenda Belkin 
Treasurer: TBD 
Secretary: Susan Goldberg 
Membership: Betsy Cohen 

Auxiliary & Community 
Groups 

Chaverim (Formerly Men’s Club 
and Sisterhood) Andy Levin, 
Scott Markovitz  and Mindy 
Bernstein 
Social Action: Gina Arlen 
Ritual Committee:  David Keet 

 
Advertising rates 

Advertising contracts are ar-
ranged through the Temple of-
fice. All advertising is due the 
first of the month for next 
month’s edition of Horizons. We 
accept ads with a check made out 
to Congregation Or Shalom and 
the ad copy sent at the same 
time. 
 
Size 11 issues  Per 
issue 
Full Page $1000 $110 
1/2 page  $750  $80 
1/4 page  $500  $60 
1/8 page  $250  $35 
 
 
 

To put your announcement in next week’s,  
please contact the office via email or phone 
with your message, photo, and $36 per  

announcement.  We also accept payment by Venmo to 
@Congregation-OrShalom for your donations. 
 

Thank you 

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in 
Chester County, Montgomery County 

and Delaware County? 

Celebrate with Or Shalom 

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances 
who live in Chester County, Montgomery  
County and Delaware County who are not  
already members of a synagogue? If you do, 
why not invite them to one of the upcoming 
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good 
time and decide to come back. They may have 
such a good time that they decide to become  
members themselves. According to a recent  
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are 
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester  
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t 
know who they are. You can help. 
 
Todah rabah! 

We now accept payment by Venmo 

@Congregation-OrShalom  



 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 

The President’s Column 

April 

Dear Friends - It's SPRING! The Daffodils are blooming and we are ready 
for warmer days. I bring good news and not so good news with this issue 
of the newsletter. Cantor Freedman has renewed his contract for another 
year- this is the good news. He will be retiring June 2027 so that is the not 
so good news. It won't be long before we need to form a search committee 
as replacing Cantor will not be easy. We are lucky to have him at Or 
 Shalom for another 14 months.  
 
You are all aware that we received a $5,000 donation to increase security. 
We hired armed guards from the same security company we have used in 
the past and they have been coming on Shabbos mornings. We are also 
investigating additional security meaures so you may see people walking 
around the building, measuring doors and windows. We are awaiting 
a quote to install security film on the Sanctuary Windows. Should the win-
dows be breached, the film will buy us time as it will slow down a perpetra-
tor. More decisions will be made regarding security. 
 
The recent Jewish Exponent wrote an article on Alan Daroff. After decades 
of volunteering at Or Shalom, he has decided to step down from the 
Board. We wish him well. And one final note, we are re-scheduling the 
June 7th performance of Sharon Geller, the Jewish Comedienne. We will 
let you know the new date for this event as soon as possible.  
 
I wish you all a Sweet Pesach. 
 
Betsy 
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Spiritual Leader 

 
A Month of Days 

 

The month of April contains three important days in the Jewish calendar: Yom 
Hashoah V’ha-g’vurah - Holocaust Remembrance Day; Yom Hazikaron - Israel’s 
Memorial Day; and Yom Ha-atzma-ut - Israel’s Independence Day. 
 
This year, perhaps more than ever, we need to remember. We need to remember 
the horrific events of Nazi Germany. We need to remember the conditions which 
allowed antisemitism to grow and flourish. We need to remember that it could 
happen again - and that there are signs all around us. 
 
Most importantly, we need to remember the six million innocent Jews, along with 
five million others, who were murdered by the Nazis and their all-too-willing  
accomplices. 
 
The easiest way to remember is through the lighting of a yahrzeit memorial  
candle. You can light a generic one or if you prefer, come to Or Shalom and pick 
up a special yellow Yom Hashoah candle, a project of FJMC International 
(formerly the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs.) They are available in the front 
lobby of the synagogue. Light the candle at sundown on Monday, April 13. 
 
You can also plan to attend the 62nd annual Philadelphia Holocaust Memorial 
Ceremony on Sunday, April 12, 2:00 pm in Center City at the Horwitz-Wasserman 
Holocaust Memorial Plaza (16th Street and the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.) 
 
One week later, on Monday evening, April 20-Tuesday, April 21, our brothers and 
sisters in Israel will observe Yom Hazikaron, their Memorial Day. Sirens will 
sound for two minutes both evening and morning as Israelis stop whatever they 
are doing and stand at attention out of respect for the fallen soldiers. Multiple re-
membrance ceremonies are held throughout the day, most notably at the Western 
Wall and at Mt. Hertzl, site of the country’s military cemetery. 

 
 

Continued Next Page 
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Spiritual Leader 
Page 2 

You can participate by once again lighting a yahrzeit candle on the evening of 
April 20. 
 
Yom Hazikaron is followed immediately by Yom Ha-atzma-ut, Israel  
Independence Day.  Typically a day of great joy and celebration, there’s no  
question that this year’s celebrations may be tempered in view of the ongoing 
conflict between Israel, Iran and Hezbollah. God willing, the hostilities will have 
ended by then. 
 
The best way we can all celebrate Israel’s existence as an independent Jewish 
country is by supporting her in whatever way we can. Politics aside, there are any 
number of ways you can show support; here are a few ideas: 
 
• Purchase Israel Bonds 
• Contribute to any of a myriad of deserving charitable organizations in Israel 
• Support the Israeli economy by buying foods and other products grown in and/

or produced in Israel. 
 
April is definitely a “month of days” for the Jewish world. Do your part to be a 
part of it. 
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april  YAHRZEITS 

April 3, Nissan 16, 5786 

Bernice Weinstein, mother of Vivian Morrow 

 

April 4, Nissan 17, 5786 

Albert Krant, brother of Bernard Krant 

 

April 5, Nissan 18, 5786 

Norman Woliner, uncle of David Walker 

 

April 8, Nissan 21, 5786 

Helen Greenberg, mother of Don Strumpf 

Esther Rosalie Keet, mother of David Keet 

 

April 9, Nissan 22, 5786 

Sylvia Zipkin, mother of Jay Zipkin 

 

April 11, Nissan 24, 5786 

Sheryl Joyce Tregerman, wife of Richard Tregerman 

 

April 12, Nissan 25, 5786 

Beatrice Korensky, aunt of BettyAnn Monash 

 

April 13, Nissan 26, 5786 

Mitchell Reiner, father-in-law of Melissa Schneider & 
Robert Reiner 

 

April 15, Nissan 28, 5786 

Sylvia Millrood, former member 

Morris Shwartzman, grandfather of Ellen Gross 

Alvin Strumpf, father of Don Strumpf 

 

April 19, Iyar 2, 5786 

George Bernstein, father of James Bernstein 

 

 

 

April 20, Iyar 3, 5786 

Benjamin Leitner, father of Don Leitner 

 

April 21, Iyar 4, 5786 

Joseph Meyer, father of Steven Meyer 

 

April 22, Iyar 5, 5786 

Ruth Cohen, mother of Jay Cohen 

 

April 23, Iyar 6, 5786 

Michael Furman, cousin of Brett Furman 

 

April 24, Iyar 7, 5786 

Sandy Milberg, mother of Helaine Leibowitz 

 

April 29, Iyar 12, 5786 

Jerry Kaufman, uncle of Fred Leibowitz 

 

April 30, Iyar 13, 5786 

Sarah Korensky, grandmother of BettyAnn Monash 
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Contributions 

Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following  

generous contributions in the month of  February 2026 
 

Mishloach Manot-CI 
 Gina Arlen: Mishloach Manot 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: Mishloach Manot 
 Harris & Renee Hayman: Mishloach Manot 
 Janet Hurwitz: Mishloach Manot 
 Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: Mishloach Manot  
 David & Caryl Keet: Mishloach Manot  
 Marjorie Leonard: Mishloach Manot 
 Harris & Julie Miller: Mishloach Manot 
 
Chaverim 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: Souper Fundraiser 
 Stephen & Randi Freedman: Souper Fundraiser donation from my cousin Roslyn Nadler 
 Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: Sponsoring February 21 Lunch n Learn 
 Marjorie Leonard: Souper Fundraiser 
 Harris & Julie Miller: Souper Fundraiser 
 Vivian & Barry Morrow: Souper Fundraiser 
 
Cards and Miscellaneous Contributions 
 Gina Arlen: In memory of Joan Brandt 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: In memory of Melvin Dion (Nancy Margolis Dad) 
 Janet Hurwitz: Thank you to the Bernsteins 
 
Yahrzeit Donations 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: In memory of Audrey Broder and Barbara Behr 
 James & Mindy Bernstein: In memory of Barbara Behr 
 Janet & Sarah Emanuel: In memory of Sylvia Bornstein 
 Stephen & Randi Freedman: In memory of Charlotte Freedman 
 Stephen & Randi Freedman: In memory of Marilyn & Bernard Bergstein and Seth Dembowitz 
 Samantha Klein: In memory of Vera Klein 
 Andrew Levin: In memory of Rita Levin 
 Harris & Julie Miller: In memory of Frances Miller & Leonard Lafair 
 Kenneth & Debbie Paul: In memory of Samuel R. Paul 
 Melissa Schneider & Robert Reiner: In memory of my parents Jean F. & Earl Schneider 
 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

 Beth El Cantor's Music Fund: Donation 

 

General Fund 

 Donald Leitner & Michelle Cohen: Speedy Recovery to Harriet Wolfort Solomon 

 Eric & Linda Satlow: In honor of Jerry Satlow  
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5786/2026  

Passover Services  
  

Wednesday, April 1 (Erev Pesach)  
First seder (private/on own)  

No Services  
  

***** 
 Thursday, April 2 (First morning of Passover)  

9:30 am  -  In-person & Zoom 
  

 Congregation Or Shalom is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

Topic: Passover - Day 1 
Time: Apr 2, 2026 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87358832368?

pwd=x7RbHILDAWTOFMSW1aOfOOblYMsT6B.1 
 

Meeting ID: 873 5883 2368 
Passcode: 729137 

--- 
One tap mobile 

+13092053325,,87358832368#,,,,*729137# US 
+13126266799,,87358832368#,,,,*729137# US (Chicago) 

 
Join instructions 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/87358832368/invitations?

signature=wild0Hruvq6AomDcvpaJvDEDXH8IFn7VOeQf5bcvXBU 
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 Friday, April 3 (Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach)  
7:30 pm - Zoom only 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85359612880?
pwd=QWVMVHV6UnltdnRZbWtOdzJTNVpwQT09 

Meeting ID: 853 5961 2880 
Password: 405890 

One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,85359612880#,,1#,405890# US (New York)  

 
***** 

 
Saturday, April 4 (Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach) 

9:30 am  -  In-person & Zoom 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89869611775?
pwd=WDFXMHFhYU9rUHhZOG1weWF2bWExQT09 

Meeting ID: 898 6961 1775 
Password: 753105 

One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,89869611775#,,1#,753105# US (New York) 

 
****** 

 
 

Tuesday, April 7 (Seventh Evening of Pesach) 

No Services 

***** 

 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/ca9960d2be/7dccf846d1/24a8fed089/CongregationOrShalom/f8e8394a6e/7dccf846d1/adcef3eb4b/CongregationOrShalom/9fbf500989/7dccf846d1/7d0205c700/CongregationOrShalom/00d35cea10/7dccf846d1/f862a12178/pwd=QWVMVHV6Unltdn
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/ca9960d2be/7dccf846d1/24a8fed089/CongregationOrShalom/f8e8394a6e/7dccf846d1/adcef3eb4b/CongregationOrShalom/9fbf500989/7dccf846d1/7d0205c700/CongregationOrShalom/00d35cea10/7dccf846d1/f862a12178/pwd=QWVMVHV6Unltdn
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/ca9960d2be/7dccf846d1/d34d2aebf0/CongregationOrShalom/f8e8394a6e/7dccf846d1/38944b953e/CongregationOrShalom/9fbf500989/7dccf846d1/f17732e671/CongregationOrShalom/00d35cea10/7dccf846d1/28a96c5656
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/ca9960d2be/7dccf846d1/7084f69c10/CongregationOrShalom/f8e8394a6e/7dccf846d1/4bce2b22a8/CongregationOrShalom/9fbf500989/7dccf846d1/21715753ed/CongregationOrShalom/00d35cea10/7dccf846d1/a3c70daf87
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/ca9960d2be/7dccf846d1/376a5d0e0e/CongregationOrShalom/f8e8394a6e/7dccf846d1/d739fe6a1d/CongregationOrShalom/9fbf500989/7dccf846d1/9a1e43f6d9/pwd=WDFXMHFhYU9rUHhZOG1weWF2bWExQT09
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/ca9960d2be/7dccf846d1/376a5d0e0e/CongregationOrShalom/f8e8394a6e/7dccf846d1/d739fe6a1d/CongregationOrShalom/9fbf500989/7dccf846d1/9a1e43f6d9/pwd=WDFXMHFhYU9rUHhZOG1weWF2bWExQT09
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/ca9960d2be/7dccf846d1/877f33db86/CongregationOrShalom/f8e8394a6e/7dccf846d1/1acf01d378/CongregationOrShalom/9fbf500989/7dccf846d1/e711121a0a
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/ca9960d2be/7dccf846d1/c0ef2a8e77/CongregationOrShalom/f8e8394a6e/7dccf846d1/a15753ecdd/CongregationOrShalom/9fbf500989/7dccf846d1/584b750532
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Wednesday, April 8 (Seventh Day of Pesach) 

9:30 am - In-Person & Zoom 

Including Yizkor 

Congregation Or Shalom is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Passover - Day 7 

Time: Apr 8, 2026 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82699795692?
pwd=v6df1WLM1WfgZxxOR2Gtl2vULu6Jt4.1 

Meeting ID: 826 9979 5692 

Passcode: 521074 

--- 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,82699795692#,,,,*521074# US (Washington DC) 

+13052241968,,82699795692#,,,,*521074# US 

 

Join instructions 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/82699795692/invitations?
signature=R_bEx7MYAqBDHtHk8QunNr8DHkB8kqsA_SAeo46-aqw 



 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 



 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 



 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 

 
BAGEL & LOX BRUNCH 

 
GUEST SPEAKER LARRY BILKER 

 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19   10:30AM—12:30PM 
 
 

PRESENTATION ON TECH TALK IV 
 
 

PLEASE RSVP TO OFFICE  
BY 4/14 
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Ritual committee news 

At every Saturday service, there is a person in our synagogue that fulfills a very 
important role. The role that I refer to is not that of leading the service (though 
that’s important too). It’s not the role of reading the Torah (though also 
Important). 
 
The role I refer to is that of ensuring the safety of our congregants! 
The doors to our sanctuary are locked at all times. This is a safety precaution 
and it is needed now more than ever. So, someone has to sit near the sanctuary  
door and open it when people arrive. That person is the “greeter”. 
 
Right now, we have a short list of people who have volunteered to be a greeter. 
Because the list is short, these people are called upon every couple of months. 
They are becoming weary of this task and some have dropped out. So, now the 
list of greeters is even shorter. 
 
It’s not fair that a few people perform this task (and other tasks as well), while 
many, many more do nothing. This is YOUR synagogue also, and you need to 
see these tasks as your own.  
 
We need your participation. On Friday nights, our service are Zoomed, so we 
don’t need greeters. On Saturday morning, services are in-person starting at 
9:30. Please offer your help. It will be about once every two months, maybe less 
if enough members volunteer. How about once in a while? You are needed. You 
promised yourself and others that you would help to keep Or Shalom going. This 
is how you can do it. 
 
Please keep your promises! 
 
 
B’shalom, 
 
David Keet, on Behalf of the Ritual Committee 
 

Greeters needed 
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Social action news 
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Chaverim news 

Chaverim Calendar of Events 
    
 
 
• April 19                Sunday          10:30 am      Bagel Brunch  TechTalk    Social Hall 
        with Larry Bilker  
                      
• May 2                  Saturday          9:30 am   Chaverim Shabbat 
 
• June 3                  Wednesday     6:30 pm      Closing Dinner 
 

  
Hello, 
  
Many thanks to Scott & Mindy for hosting the March Game night, and for being such 
wonderful hosts.  Their Star of David cocktail napkins were perfect for the occasion.   
While playing Boggle, we discovered that the Cantor has talents beyond the bimah and 
is in fact quite the word maven. Take this as a challenge to try to beat him at the next 
Game Night. 
  
I’m hoping to add a Fire Pit Happy Hour to the calendar in April but it will be weather 
dependent, so stay tuned for that announcement. If you would like to host the April 
Game Night, please let me know. 
  
Our next Bagel & Lox Tech Talk 4 with Larry Bilker is on April 19.  Plan to come and 
learn what’s new in tech.  Larry always has very useful and current info to share. 
Please rsvp by April 14 so we’ll have enough food. 
  
Chaverim Shabbat is around the corner- on May2.  Start thinking about what prayers 
you would like to lead, and what we should put on the menu for the lunch. 
  
I hope to see you soon. 
  
Mindy Bernstein, 
Co-President of Or Shalom Chaverim 
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Chaverim news              Page 2 

March Game Night at the Markovitz’s  
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Donations 
We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the       

synagogue.  Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to  accept most of 

the books and other items that have been donated  unsolicited.  Please      

contact the synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can 

use the items, we will  welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we 

just have no room for the items you want to donate, please consider another 

worthy cause for your donation. 

   

 Odds & Ends 

 
"Below are the links to the videos that were created commemorating Or 
Shalom's 50th Anniversary. One link is the short video on our history and the 
other is a link to the Tribute Video" 
 
https://youtu.be/9STNES0Gwfs 
  
https://www.tribute.co/congregation-or-shalom/?
utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com  
 

Linda Sall 
 

Linda Sall (née Bonow), of Philadelphia, PA, passed away on March 11, 2026.  
 

Linda was the widow of a former president George Sall  
Beloved wife of the late George Sall; devoted mother of Jonathan Weiss, Kristopher 

Sall, and Sarah Sall;  
and cherished grandmother of Avery Weiss and Ethan Weiss.  

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/2000814b5a
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/27065fd70d/utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/27065fd70d/utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com
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Or Shalom Donation Form 
I would like to help support Or Shalom.  I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount 
payable to Or Shalom.  Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312 
          We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations  

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)     
 

        

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)      
 

        

Definition of Funds 
 

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building.  These funds help 
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our     
facility. 
 
2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch, 
etc. 
 

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.   
 
4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget. 
 
5. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose.  Donations to 
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office. 

 
6. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs.  Any questions to 
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net. 
 
7. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The 
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact 
office at 610-644-9086 

 
8. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $180.00. The first would be a permanent 
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary.  The second plaque would be placed during the week of the 
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Please contact LP at  
office@orshalom.com for more information. 
 
9. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your  

birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom.  Include a photo if you 
like.  $36 per message.  We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 
your donations. 
 
10.  Siddur Lev Shalem  Visit our web site to learn how to donate.  $55 each. 
 

 
 

mailto:Ellenagross@gmail.com


 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 

advertisements 



 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 



 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 



 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 



 

     
 HORIZONS                                            April 2026                    Nisan, 5786 — Iyar, 5786 

advertisements 


