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6/3  Chaverim Closing  

        Dinner @ 6:30 pm 

6/14  10 am Annual  

   Congregation Meeting       
 .   & BBQ 

6/16 Office Closed at noon 

6/19  Office Closed 

6/21  Father’s Day 

 

 

 

 

 

7/4   Fourth of July 

7/22  7:30 pm Tisha B’Av   
Service 

 

 

JULY  & AUGUST 

NEWSLETTER WILL BE 
COMBINED 
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Horizons is published monthly. 
Material submitted for publica-
tion may be edited for style, 
length and content.    
 
Please contact the office to re-
port any errors or omissions.  
Thank you. 
 
Editor: Lauren Porter 
Congregation Or Shalom 
835 Darby-Paoli Road 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
Phone: 610-644-9086 
www.OrShalom.com 
E-mail: office@orshalom.com 
 

Congregation Or Shalom 
Executive Committee 

President: Betsy Cohen 
Vice President: Brenda Belkin 
Treasurer: TBD 
Secretary: Susan Goldberg 
Membership: Betsy Cohen 

Auxiliary & Community 
Groups 

Chaverim (Formerly Men’s Club 
and Sisterhood) Andy Levin, 
Scott Markovitz  and Mindy 
Bernstein 
Social Action: Gina Arlen 
Ritual Committee:  David Keet 

 
Advertising rates 

Advertising contracts are ar-
ranged through the Temple of-
fice. All advertising is due the 
first of the month for next 
month’s edition of Horizons. We 
accept ads with a check made out 
to Congregation Or Shalom and 
the ad copy sent at the same 
time. 
 
Size 11 issues  Per 
issue 
Full Page $1000 $110 
1/2 page  $750  $80 
1/4 page  $500  $60 
1/8 page  $250  $35 
 
 
 

To put your announcement in next week’s,  
please contact the office via email or phone 
with your message, photo, and $36 per  

announcement.  We also accept payment by Venmo to 
@Congregation-OrShalom for your donations. 
 

Thank you 

Do you know Unaffiliated Jews in 
Chester County, Montgomery County 

and Delaware County? 

Celebrate with Or Shalom 

Do you have Jewish friends or acquaintances 
who live in Chester County, Montgomery  
County and Delaware County who are not  
already members of a synagogue? If you do, 
why not invite them to one of the upcoming 
events at Or Shalom. They may have a good 
time and decide to come back. They may have 
such a good time that they decide to become  
members themselves. According to a recent  
survey by the Jewish Federation, there are 
many, many unaffiliated Jews in Chester  
county. We’d love to contact them, but don’t 
know who they are. You can help. 
 
Todah rabah! 

We now accept payment by Venmo 

@Congregation-OrShalom  
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The President’s Column 

 
 
 
 
 

I am looking forward to seeing you on Sunday morning, 
June 14th at 10:00 AM for the Annual Congregational 

Meeting. 
 

Barbeque immediately following the meeting -  
stay and socialize! 

 
 

See you there 
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Spiritual Leader 

 

Creating A Sense of Community 

Our Or Shalom community is just that: a kehillah, a community. 
 
When a community comes together - when our community comes together - for 
worship, for study, for social events, there’s a special feeling and energy which 
emanates from the people who are in attendance. Whether in the sanctuary, the 
social hall, at Picket Post Club for Tashlich on Rosh Hashanah, around the fire 
pit in the sukkah or elsewhere, there’s strength not just in numbers, but also in 
proximity. 
 
Thank God we are well past the isolation, masking and safe distancing that was 
so critical to our health during the covid years. We did everything we needed to 
do to ensure our health and safety then; now, circumstances are different. We can 
be in close proximity with each other. 
 
I misspoke slightly just now; there is one place where that closeness is missing: 
our sanctuary. 
 
Our sanctuary is a beautiful and sacred space that has served Or Shalom well for 
decades; frankly, it’s also much too large for our purposes most of the year. 
 
Last month, the Ritual Committee met to address the issue of how we could 
make our Shabbat and holiday worship experience more intimate, how we could 
better foster the sense of kehillah that is so important. 
 
Two suggestions were floated and discussed at length. The first idea was to move 
our weekly services into the Library. We would use the portable ark that was used 
by the Religious School for Junior Congregation services and reconfigure the 
space to create adequate, comfortable and appropriate seating. We would also 
make the necessary adjustments to bring our Zoom capability into the Library. 
 

Continued Next Page 
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Spiritual Leader 
Page 2 

While there were many reasons why making that move would be a viable way 
forward, there was also considerable sentiment against making the move, with 
committee members expressing their preference to continue holding services in 
the sanctuary. 
 
With that in mind, the Ritual Committee decided that we would continue in the 
sanctuary, but with the following changes to the space: 
 
• The entire rear section of the sanctuary is going to be blocked off, leaving the 

front five pews on each side for seating; that is more than adequate for our 
weekly needs. 

• Entry to the building on Shabbat and holidays will be through the main       
entrance rather than through the sanctuary. There will be signage on the     
sanctuary door directing people to the main entrance. 

• Talesim and kipot will be moved to a table in the front lobby by the sanctuary 
entrance. 

• For the High Holidays, seating will continue to be in the entire sanctuary. 
 
In making this change, which will become effective the Shabbat of July 3-4, our 
hope is that we will feel a greater sense of closeness which will enhance the  
davvening experience for all of us. 
 
I am confident that Or Shalom will continue to be a vital religious community to 
all of its members and I look forward to continuing on that path with you in the 
year ahead. 
 
My best wishes to you for a restful and rejuvenating summer (maybe with some 
shul thrown in for good measure?!?) 
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JUNE  YAHRZEITS 

June 1, Sivan 16, 5786 

Benjamin Belkin, grandfather of Brenda Belkin 
Paul Monash, brother of BettyAnn Monash 
 
June 3, Sivan 18, 5786 
Louis Lieberman, former member 
Beverly Margolis, mother of Jimmy Margolis 
 
June 6, Sivan 21, 5786 
Rose Leonard 
 
June 10, Sivan 25, 5786 
Adolfine S. Leight, mother of Jan Hurwitz 
Corrine Natanblut, mother of Herm Natanblut 
 
June 11, Sivan 26, 5786 
Morris Goldman, father of Dede Strumpf 
 
June 13, Sivan 28, 5786 
Harold Fox, father of Stephen Fox 
 
June 14, Sivan, 29, 5786 
Irvin H. Hurwitz, husband of Jan Hurwitz 

June 15, Sivan 30, 5786 
Susan Aston, sister of Jerry Satlow 
 
June 20, Tammuz 5, 5786 
Dr. Harold B. Furman, father of Brett Furman 
 
June 22, Tammuz 7, 5786 
David Gorbacz, father of Hilda Daniel 
 
June 23, Tammuz 8, 5786 
Sophie Browde, mother of Julie Meyer 
 
June 25, Tammuz 10, 5786 
Sophie Freeman, mother of Renee Hayman 
Ruth Kornreich, mother of Laurie Katz 
 
June 29, Tammuz 14, 5786 
Albert Levin, grandfather of Andy Levin 
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Contributions 

Congregation Or Shalom gratefully acknowledges the following  

generous contributions in the month of  April 2026 
 

Yahrzeit Donations 
 BettyAnn Monash: In memory of Edward Monash 
 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
 Leslie Jay & Laurie Katz: Sale of Chametz  2026 
 
General Fund 
 Anonymous Donor: Security Donation 
 Stephen & Randi Freedman: Use of Torah 
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Social action news 
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Chaverim news 

This is my final Horizons article as co-President of Chaverim.  As I announced last 
September, this is the 13th year of my 2-year term as Sisterhood, and then Chaverim 
President.  I have enjoyed this position, especially since there are many wonderful 
women who have helped me along the way-- Julie Miller still shleps from Philadelphia 
to set up food several times each month, Mindy Markovitz helps make everything look 
beautiful, Susan Goldberg often steps in to help with last minute projects in the kitch-
en, Vivian Morrow and Beth Zatuchni help as needed, and others.  I appreciate all the 
assistance I've received.  To answer the question you are probably thinking- no, I don't 
have a replacement.  I hope someone is willing to step up.  I will gladly help whoever 
decides to do it. You can announce it at the Annual Meeting!  
   
Thanks to everyone who participated in our Chaverim Shabbat in May!  It was a big 
success, thanks to so many who helped organize it and prepare the delicious food. I 
believe everyone present that day participated, which made it even more special.  
   
Thanks also to the Goldbergs for hosting the Game Night in May.   See photo below. 
   
Our closing dinner is still set for June 3 at 6:30.  It will be a dairy pot luck at Wilson 
Farm Park if the weather is agreeable.  Please let me or the office know what dairy 
dish you would like to bring.  I look forward to seeing you then.  
   
Mindy Bernstein  
Co-President of Chaverim  
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SPRING SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

June 20       The Many Names of God 
 
We all know the most common names of God: 
Adonai, Elohim, Shaddai.  But there are many 
More, we’ll learn about them and their significance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSVP requested:  610-644-9086 or office@orshalom.com 
 

Would you like to sponsor a Lunch and Learn? 
$100 for a basic lunch and $180 for an enhanced lunch. 

 

mailto:office@orshalom.com
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Donations 
We would like to thank those who have donated books and other items to the       

synagogue.  Unfortunately, just like you, we have no space to  accept most of 

the books and other items that have been donated  unsolicited.  Please      

contact the synagogue office before you drive over to drop off items. If we can 

use the items, we will  welcome them and provide a tax letter receipt but if we 

just have no room for the items you want to donate, please consider another 

worthy cause for your donation. 

   

 Odds & Ends 

 
"Below are the links to the videos that were created commemorating Or 
Shalom's 50th Anniversary. One link is the short video on our history and the 
other is a link to the Tribute Video" 
 
https://youtu.be/9STNES0Gwfs 
  
https://www.tribute.co/congregation-or-shalom/?
utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com  
 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/2000814b5a
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/27065fd70d/utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?CongregationOrShalom/c1543f8352/TEST/27065fd70d/utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid.com


 

     
 HORIZONS                                            June 2026                    Sivan, 5786 — Tammuz, 5786 

Or Shalom Donation Form 
I would like to help support Or Shalom.  I have specified each donation and I have included one check for the total amount 
payable to Or Shalom.  Please send all donations to: Congregation Or Shalom, 835 Darby Paoli Road, Berwyn PA 19312 
          We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for your donations  

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)     
 

        

Name____________________________________________________
   
Address__________________________________________________               
  
Fund #________Amount $________ Phone #___________________ 
 
Made in memory of________________________________________
   
Made in honor of__________________________________________
   
Speedy Recovery__________________________________________
   
Send acknowledgment to (include address)      
 

        

Definition of Funds 
 

1. Building Fund: Donations are used for the continuous upkeep of our building.  These funds help 
offset unexpected expenses such as A/C, Heater, roof repair and any emergency repairs to our     
facility. 
 
2. Beautification Fund: Donations are used for the upkeep of our grounds. Trees, plants, mulch, 
etc. 
 

3. Biblical Garden Fund: Donations are used to maintain and support our biblical garden.   
 
4. General Fund: All monies donated to this fund will supplement the current year’s budget. 
 
5. Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: The Rabbi uses these funds for charitable purpose.  Donations to 
this fund can be made directly to the synagogue office. 

 
6. Social Action: Donations will be used for all social action events and programs.  Any questions to 
this fund should be addressed to Gina Arlen at migi4@verizon.net. 
 
7. Tree of Life: A leaf can be purchased to honor or commemorate any important life event. The 
cost of a leaf is $180.00 which will be displayed in our foyer. For more information please contact 
office at 610-644-9086 

 
8. Yahrzeit Plaque: Two plaques can be purchased for $180.00. The first would be a permanent 
plaque on the back wall of the sanctuary.  The second plaque would be placed during the week of the 
Yahrzeit on the memorial wall in the front of the sanctuary. Please contact LP at  
office@orshalom.com for more information. 
 
9. Oneg: Celebrate With Or Shalom: A weekly (Friday) email where you can announce your  

birthday, wedding, anniversary, or Yahrzeit to your friends at Or Shalom.  Include a photo if you 
like.  $36 per message.  We also now accept payment by Venmo to @Congregation-OrShalom for 
your donations. 
 
10.  Siddur Lev Shalem  Visit our web site to learn how to donate.  $55 each. 
 

 
 

mailto:Ellenagross@gmail.com
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